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INTRODUCTION. 



The object of the following pages, is the spiritual and. 
temporal good of the Micmac Indians. They have been 
written for the purpose of arousing christians of every 
name, to the importance of carrying out, more faithfully 
than has ever yet been done, the design of the " great 
commission" — ** Go teach all nations," ** Go preach the 
Gospel to every creature." This commission has been 
in the hands of the Church for 1800 years. Every chris- 
tian is authorised by it to do all the good, and to attempt 
^11 the good, in his power, both to the souls and bodies of 
his fellow men, of every nation, of every rank, and of 
every condition. And this is, too, one of the first dictates 
of real piety. It is a serious fact, however, for which it 
is impossible to account satisfactorily, that this great com- 
mission has been, '-sp far as relates to the poor Micmac, 
almost wholly overlooked by Protestants.- They have 
been in our midst ; but they and we have been strangers. 
From our infancy we have been familiar with their mise- 
rable appearance, their poverty, their degradation, and 
their vices, l^hey have been pitied, written about, and 
talked about. The philanthropist, the christian, and 
every lover of justice, must have often grieved for the 
wrongs they have sustained. Occasional and momentary 
efforts have been made to promote their civilization and 
salvation. Wherever these efforts have been made, they 
have to some extent been successful. But hitherto no 
systematic and persevering exertions have been made, to 
instruct them in the true knowledge of salvation. The 
power of THE Gospel, "to save all those who believe," 
both from temporal and eternal ruin, has never been real- 
ly tried upon them. The question now brought before 
the christian public, for their decision, is, whether it shall 
be always thus 1 Whether we have any warrant for 
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overlooking the Indian, in our etforts for a world's en- 
lightenment and salvation ? Whether Avecan, as believers 
in the I^ord Jesus Christ, see the remnants of this nation 
doomed to be deprived of their means of existence, to fall 
victims to decay, and to bo swallowed up in the vortex 
of ruin, into which our vices have helped to throw them ; 
without making an effort, in the strength of Omnipotence, 
to save them ? . Under such circumstances, could we dare 
to meet them at the Judgment Bar, in tlie great day of 
account. 

The christian public is beginning to awake to this 
matter. We all wonder, and well we may, how it came 
to be so lon^ neglected. . ^ 

But previously to detailing what has been done, or 
attempted, a few facts are to be stated, respecting the 
history, customs, language, literature, and religious belief 
of this interesting but long neglected people. These facts 
have been chiefly collect from themselves, and fxom 
Uie observations of the. writer, while mingling among 
them somewhat during the past three years. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE mSTORT OP THE KICMACS — ^THEIR EARLIEST RIBTORT-^FIRST 
DIBCOYERT OF THE WHITES — WARS WITH THE MOHAWKS. 

The earlier history of the Aborifj^nes of America, is involved in total 
darkness. From what part of the world they mipnted, and at what 
period, is unknown. Tiicro are various and conflicting theories on the 
subject, but nothing satisfactorv. Some have concludr^ that they camo 
from Asia, and some, from other portions of the globe. Some have 
conducted them, by a northern journey, across Behring's Straits ; and 
others have found tlie means of accommodating them witli a more di- 
rect and easier transit But it is now generally admitted that of their 
earlier history, as inhabitants of this western world, we know just no- 
tliing. Wui wo can go back beyond thin. Their earliest historyjwo 
can trace with certainty. An outhontic record traces it for some liuit* 
drcds of years. Their anccHtors were bom, and grew up, and labored, 
and suflcrcd, and died, along willi otw anceKtom. At tliat period the 
progenitor of the degraded inliabitant of the most wretched wigwarm« 
dwelt in the same hut| ate from tlie same ditth, gatliercd pebbles from 
the same brook, and slept on tlie same strand, with tlie progenitor of 
Britain's Queen. Their genealogical line runs side by side for ages. 
Aye, and the ancestors of the Indians, and our ancestors, and Uiose of 
all the nations of the eartli, were once crowded together, with beasts 
and reptiles, and living things that had breath, of every kind, m one 
vessel, and floated over tlie billows, and were preserved together from 
tlie common destruction, when the flood of waters ** covered all tlio high 
hills which were under heaven, and every living substance which vae 
upon tlie face of the ground, was destroyed from the oorth, and Noah 
only remained alive and tlioso that were with him in the ork.^ The 
Micmac can therefore boost of ancestry as ancient and as noble §m the 
proudest of Adam's race. He is indeed our brother ; for the Bible 
teaches us that ** God hath made of one blood all the nations of men to 
dwell upon the face of the earth, and hath fixed the boondi of 
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habitationfu** And H is instnictive to know tliat as deep a mystery 
han^ over the earlier portion of tlie history of Great Britain, as that 
whicli rests upon America, and that the ancient inhabitants of England 
very much resembled the Indians of tlie western world. They lived in 
miserable cabins, in the midst of gloomy forests ; they enga^d in fero- 
cious wars ; they painted their bodies, and dressed in skins. Their 
chiefs attached Uie horns of cattle to their heads, as the Indian chief of 
the far west does to this day, the horns of the buffalo to his ; thev wor- 
sliipped hideous idols, and offered human sacrifice. The well-known 
advice of Cicero's friend, not to purcliase his slaves from among the 
British captives, as they were too stupid to learn anytliing, occurs im- 
mediately to one's thoughts while reflecting on the possibuity of eleva- 
ting the Indian from his present degradation, to the rank of a man. . 

But there is not only solid ground beyond the region of uncertainty, 
upon which the historian may plant his foot,tliore is also as firm stand- 
ing on this side of that region. We can easily trace tlie history of the 
Micmacs, as well as those of other tribes, for the last two hundred 
years. And during this period, strange and afliccting events have been 
crowded into their history. We shall look upon it m they relate it 
themselves. Strangers landed on their coast, and were received in 
a friendly manner. They retired and returned in larger numbers. 
They took poraession of the lands ; treated the Indians as tliongh 
they had no rights ; employed them in their wars, and rewarded 
theinfortlieir deeds of cruelty. It is instructive to reflect how their 
history and that of the nation to which it is our boast to belong, is 
woven together during this period. The two cannot possibly be sepa- 
rated. The white man dealt treacherously with the Indian, and he 
dealt treacherously with the white man. They boast that in their col- 
lisions witli the English they killed many more of us tlian wo did of 
them ; and they cannot attach blame to their fomfathcrs for their deeds 
of valor. True they applied the brand to tlie lonely habitation, tiioy 
often shot down the nnsonnd and tlie fntlier; dnshod out the brains of 
the infant, and dragged tlio mother and elder children into captivity. 
But wherefore ? Because they delighted in blood ? • By no means. 
Their natures were no more cruel than tliose of other men; but they 
felt themselves bound to redress the wrongs tJicy had sustained, and 
they were also rewarded for those deeds. The Indian now shudders 
as he relates the barbarities of former times ; but he says, ** JVenvdtk 
idadakadfjVcnk J^la8taukJ*'-^*^Tifie French and English must bear the 
blame." They hired the Indians to butcher the whites. They gave 
them a fixed price for the death of every foe ; and the scalp was torn 
off— the Indian will go on to explain — ^not because his grand fatlier was 
a cruel man, but because it served as evidence, duga totgadigunehijti^ 
*like a written document" 

Daring the period now under consideration, they have been paying 
more attention to our histoiy, than we have to theirs. We have record- 
ed but a small portion of their words and deeds ; but the whole volume 
nf our actionf is preserved amon^ them. They have only occasionally 
interested oa. we have always mtereeted them. The white man may 
pass from one end of Nova Scotia to the other, and travel all over the 
•4i*ceiit Islands, and see but little which renunds him, with any force, 
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of tlioflc who once ownod and occupied tiie toil ; but the Indian can 
travel nowhere, and pitch his tent nowhere, without seeing Uuit which 
forcibly reminds him of tliose who now have it in possession. Our 
towns, our villa^s, our hig^hways, and every farmhouse and bye-path, 
are to him strikingr and affecting mementoes. Sit down in his wicrwam 
and gain his confidence, and he will tell you your history, and that of 
your father's. He will refer to those happy davs when his fathers held 
undisputed possession of all these regions, as the gift of the Great Spi« 
rit. Then they were at peace among themselves ; drunkenness with 
its fearful effects was unheard of; the forests abounded with game ; 
the rivers with fish ; and poverty and want were unknown. They could 
then muster by thousands. The various diseases which have of late 
years swept them awa^ had not reached them. Sheltered in the forests 
from the cold; experiencing comparatively few changes in their diet 
and modes of living, and bountifully supplied with covering, they lived 
on tlirongh a long period of years. They could spread down the skins 
of the bear and moose, said nn old Indian to me a short time since, and 
cover tlicmsclves over with others, and in the severest weatlicr thev 
would bo warm and comfortable anvwherc. ** But,** he continued wi ui 
emotion, ** it is not so now. Our lands liave been taken away ; tho 
forests have been cut down and the moose and the bear nearly exter- 
minated. We have no skins now with which to wrap ourselves up in 
tlie winter. Government, it is true, gives us a bit of a blanket, and wo 
s])rcad it over tlio childreiu One awakes crying with the cold, and 
gives it a pull ; and then another awakes crying, and ho gives it a 
pull ; and (suiting the action to tlie word)^ * by-and-byo they pull *ein 
all to pieces.*** 

They have a tradition respecting tho first visit of the whites. An 
Indian oi\ Capo Breton, discovered a strange track, on the beach. He 
followed it It was not a man's track, he concluded as neither the im- 
pression of tho naked foot, nor of tlie moccasin was made. Still it was 
tlie len<rth of his own foot, and tlie steps corresponded in distance to 
his. What could it be ? Was it some kind of man ? As ho advanced 
ho discovered indications which confirmed this supposition. A ship at 
anchor soon burst upon his view. Ho tlien returned and told his com- 
panions. The strangers landed, and visited tho wigwams. They could 
not understand tlicir language, and convened by signs—** speaking 
with tiicir hands,** as tlicy expressed it The noise or the guns aston- 
ished them. Tho strangers g&Ye tliem some biscuit, and other things ; 
and gained tlicir confidence. Thev say that soon a voung Indian was 
convoyed away to Franco, and finally camo back, and could then speak 
French. Their language at present bears Uio impress of tho nation 
that first took up a lodgement among them. Those European animals 
and tilings which havo somo resemblance to Uiose witn which they 
were previously acquainted, still bear the Indian name, with the appel- 
lation IVetich prefixed. JVcnwh is their word for a Frenchman. This 
in composition is shortened into Wenj, Te-^tm is a moose, we$^vUaimt 
an ox or cow. WtgwoMi^ & hut^^iMfy'tfuwrn, a house, or a Frtnck hid. 
SooHf a cranberry. JFeiyuMon, an apple, or a French cranberry. And 
so for some forty or fifty wolrds. For such objects as nothing with 
which they were acquainted resembled, they adopted, and' have pre- 
served the French name. 
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In tlie records of tlie history of Nova Scotia, are presented accounts 
of several battles with the Indians, and otlier matters relating to them ; 
with tlie treaty of peace finally concluded. They have also themselves 
preserved the history of these events ; especially the latter, deeply en- 
graved in their memories. They say that for a long time it was ma- 
tundimkf matundimky ** war, war,** — that finally they made peace. The 
English Governor met with them in Council ; he and the Indian 
chi^ smoked the pipe of peace together; they then dug a hole in 
the earth, and buned their weapons. They remark with emphasis, 
that the Tomahawk, or Thmegun, as is the Micmac name, was buried 
UnouL This implied that the Indian would not pull up his weapon, 
until the English should have pulled up his. He would not be thejurtl 
to violate the treaty. And they say they have always strictly adhered 
to it; but that the English have not ; a charge, alas! too well founded. 

The Micmaos boast that they are the bravest and best of the Indian 
nations. . They look down upon the others and speak of them with 
contempt Each of the other tribes, it is probable, have the same con- 
ceit of th^nselves. And what nation on the face of the earth, thuiks 
otherwise respecting then: own superiority ? The Micmacs say they 
once almost annihilated the ** Mountaineers.** They boast, too, Uiat in 
their differences with the English, they destroyed fat more than they 
lost And they will not allow that they were worsted even by the Mo- 
hawks. This latter statement, I am aware, is not the usual impression 
among the whites ; but it is what has been told me by Indians in differ- 
ent places. With the Mohawks they had a long and fearful war. One 
event of this period I wrote down, in Micmac, from the mouth of an 
Indian, since dead, who resided near Charlottetown, named Jacob 
BlicheU. He learned it from an old man, who died some years ago. 
It is wiUiout doubt true in the general statements, though interspersed 
w^ idle fahles, respecting the supernatural powers of their chiefe. It 
well illustrates the Indian character. It exhibits him in domestic life, 
and in war. The marvellous portions of it show what high pretensions 
were formerly made by their leading men / and also what is still most 
firmly believed among them. The whole talq is too long for insertion. 
The substance of it is here given : 

** There was once a large Indian settlement near the mouth of a river. 
. One autumn a party of the men went up the river, according to custom, 
on a hunting Gxpecutk>ii. Two of their bravti lefl the rest, and took 
up their ab^e m one wigwann, about halfway from the main settle- 
ment, the plaoe where the rest went. There they enganped in hunt- 
ing, and taking care of their venison and fur, during the whole winter. 
The name of ue principal roan was Ababcjit He had a wife who had 
three children by a former husband, two boys and one girt* His com- 
rade wtm married, but had no children. The wliole party consisted of 
seven. All they had collected during the winter, was, m the spring» 
brouriil down to the fiver, and they were waiting for the ice to oresuc 
op, uat th^ might oomef it home in their canoes. A war par^ of 
Mohawks disoovered the wigwam, and planned an attack upon it the 
ensuing night Of thii atta4^ Ababejit was admonished in a dream, 
while resting firom liii moraing'fi hunting excuision- He dreamed that 
a lloek of pigione dightei upon tbt wigwan^ and completely covered 
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thetopofit- Sncb ft dream invambly portended war. Annoyed 
hie comrade, who wae also a frrore, because he would not believe that 
any revelation had been made, seeing he had received no intimation of 
it niraself^ from the Great Spirit, Ababejit would not discloee the coming^ 
event to anj of thenu They lay down aa usual, and were soon asleep ;. 
but he kept watch, i^fun in hand, seated in the hinder part of the wigw ' 
warn, durinff the liveAong night The war party was very large. 
Some delay in their operations was occasioned by the breaking up of 
the ice, which made it difficult for them to cross the river. They 
crossed, however, and drew up around the wigwam, just as the day was 
breaking. Ababejit knew all their movements, and just as several 
guns were raised in the doorway, he struck his coromde with the breech 
of his gun, and said to him, kwtdabtkw nuga nuticAase, * we are all 
killed, now get up.* At that instant the Mohawks fired. The girl was 
just in the act of springing up, and was shot dead. Ababeiit, being 
wide awake, was not hurt The bullets could not penetrate his body; 
but rattled and fell to the ground. Had bis companion been awake hi« 
body would also have been impervious. But, alas ! for his unbelief, 
and envious ambition ! He was but half awake, and therefore one of 
his legs was shot away. Had he been asleep he would have been kill- 
ed ; had he been fully awake he would have sustained no injury at aU. 
The Mohawks having discharged their pieces, rushed upon the ' eeanp» 
Three of their braves attempted to force an entrance, and in their 
eagerness wedged up the door. Ababejit sent a bullet through the 
heart of one — for^ be it observed, a brave can kill a brave, tliough no 
one else can. The surviving two sprung upon him, seized hiin, and 
attempted to bind him, that they might lead liim home as a captive, and 
enjoy the luxury of torturing and burning him. But the Micmac had 
no notion of gratifying them in this way. A desperate struggle ensued 
—-a struggle for life and death. The report of the guns had not awa- 
kened tl^ two boys ; but the scuffle aroused and alarmed them. * Who 
is this attacking my stepfather ?* cried the eldest * We are all killed,' 
exclaimed the old man.^ The boy drew his knife and sprang to the 
rescue. The two Mohawks were instantly dispatched, and the old man 
was free. 

**But the other Micmac chief was not idle. Ho had lost one leg, 
but he had another left ; and the perfect use of his arms. His courage 
and strength being superhuman, remained in all their force. Ho had 
-seized the tomahawk, and taken his station by tlie door, where he made 
quick dispatch of all who attempted to enter; and singing Uie death- 
song as he smote them down, he tossed their lifeless bodies to the back 
part of the * ean^* Ababejit had left his lance, the day before, sticking 
in a tree, at some distance. He bolts out of the * camp! rushes througE 
the midst of his enemies, and makes for this weapon. Three men seize 
him, and neaiiy overpower him ; but uniting utmce with strength, he 
disen^jaget himself^ and a^fain darts forward towards the tree where his 
lance is. Once more he is seized; and once more he is free. The 
weapon is now in his hands; and he turns upon his foes. He fought 
like a tigermaddMied with rage. Terrible waa the slaughter that en^ 
sued. SaoMon with his jaw-bone, levelling the Philistines, heapa upon 
heaps; fuiAckillet or a Hector, dealing death among t^eir foes; ortbe 
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■word of Mechiel * felling ■ouadrons at once/ would scarcely gain by 
the compariBon, could but a Homer or a Milton tell the tale. But fresh 
combatants closed in upon him, as those in front gave way. He at 
length grew weaiy in the work of death. He announced himself at 
the door of the camp, and was permitted to enter. He sat down and 
took breath. His comrade still continued his song, killing eveiy man 
who attempted to enter. Ababejit now directs the two boys to keep 
quiet until he should have gone out and engaged the enemy again. 
Then they were to creep out carefully at the back part of the wigwam, 
and make all haste down to their settlement, at the mouth of the river, 
and give the alarm ; that the warriors of their tribe might hasten to the 
rescue. They obeyed ; but were discovered and pursued. Ababejit 

Sve chase to the pursuers ; but they were younger and swifter upon 
) foot than he. But he calls in the aid of ma^fic. The terrible war 
yeU arrests them. As he utters it they are depnved of all power ; they 
cannot move a limb. He kills them ; but he has scarcely turned his 
face again towards the warriors who surround the ' camp,' when he 
espies another man running towards the bojrs. * Ula alevu,' he cries, 
'come this way.' ' Ula chenum,' 'here's a man for you.' 'Let those 
children alone.' This poor fellow shares of course the fate of the 
others. 

** But now tlie boys are frightened, and dare not leave the old man. 
They beg of him to go on with them to the settlement, and not return 
to the camp. But they hear the two women shriekin^f for help. Their 
mother is crying out, ' Where is Ab«b«it ? He promised me he would 
stand by me and defend me to the last' ' Must I leave your mother,' 
he says to the boys, ' to be killed by the Mohawks.' But the cries of 
the mother, and the remonstrances of the father, are vain. Self-preser- 
vation animates them, and he concludes to protect the future warriors, 
rather than the women. 'Lay it up for tnem,' says the boys, 'and 
avenge it at a future day.' They go away home together, leaving the 
wounded brave, and the women, to their fate. A general onset is now 
made by the Mohawks upon the wigwam, which is torn to pieces, and 
scattered in every direclion. Ababiejit's wife and the man with one 
leg are dispatched and scalped ; and a tomahawk is raised over the 
h^ of Uie other woman, when a chief cries out, ' Neen n'tabitem,' 
' she shall be my wife.' This decides her lot and she is spared. 

" The Mohawks now earefully collect all their slain, and hide them 
under the shelving bank of the river. They then carry off all the plun-* 
der and secrete it in the woods on the top of a mountain. Ababejit 
soon returns at the head of a party of warriors. There lie the dead of 
their ownpiarty, scalped of course, and everything valuable has been 
carried ofi. They search long and anxiously for me Mohawks ; but in 
vain. The latter kindle no Bros in the daytime, lest the smoke should 
betray them. But before they dare venture forUi their provision is all 
spent, and they have grown so thin in flesh, that their rows of teeth 
can be distinctly seen through their lantern cheeks. The Micmacs 
have now given up the search and returned home. The snow is gone, 
the river is dear-of ice, and the Mohawks having first built a sufficient 
nnmber of canoes, have started for home. But just at this time the 
hunting party of Micmacs, who had gone up the River the previous 
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Autumn, and who had been engaged in hunting all winter, were ala6 
returning home in their canoes, laden with the product of their labon. 
They met on a large lake, just as each party was rounding a point 
They were thus in close quarters before either narty could be oisco- 
vered by the other. The Micmacs recoprnised tlie captive woman in 
ttie chief's canoe, and readily divined what had happened. No hostile 
demonstration was, however, made by either party. They met and sa- 
luted each other on apparentlv the most friendly terms. The Micmae 
chief proposed to his brother Mohawk, that as they might never see 
each other again they should land and spend the night together. He 
consented. But no one slept daring the night Each party, and each 
individual, very naturally mistrusted that under this display of friend- 
ship, there lurked a design of misehief. The sagacious Mohawk took 
care that his worthy briers should have no conversation with the 
captive at his side. But they out-generalled him. Busily preparing 
for the night*s lodging, they were moving in all directions, wnen, just 
in passing, some one whispered in her ear, ' Ukchenumumok ?* * Where 
is your husband ? ' Chelautok,* is as hastily replied^ — * he is slain.' 
This was sufficient Vengeance is resolved on. 

** Unluckily for the Momiwks their chief had left his kettle some dis- 
tance down the river, the previous day. The sun had scarcely risen, 
when he, with his stolen wife, (it is thus she is designated in the tale,) 
launches his canoe, and goes back in quest of this unportant article of 
wigwam furniture. Now then is the Micmac*s opportunity. * Prepare 
the fattest and choicest pieces,' says he to his boys, * and give your 
brothers their breakfast With appetites sharpened by long fasting, 
they est enormously. The expected result ensues. They are soon 
stretched on the ground asleep. *Now prepare your guns', is the 
order given by the wily chief. No sooner said than done. Eaich war- 
rior selects his victim. The deadly weapon is raised ; deliberate aim 
is taken ; and one volley lays every Mohawk dead. But the work yet 
is only half accomplished. The Mohawk chief who is a brtoft^ and 
possessed of superhuman powers, still lives, and is more to be dreaded 
than hundreds of the ordinary giade. It is well known that there is 
but one among the Micmacs who can kill him ; but one that he would 
dread to meet ; but one that he would even dei;^ to fight in single 
encounter. Tliis is the chief himself; and should he be killed, woe be 
to the rest of them. Now then for a specimen of Indian tactics in 
warfare. Half of the living Micmacs exchanged dresses with the dead 
Mohawks ; then launched their canoes, and commenced sporting upon 
the smooth waters of the lake ; while the dead men were placed on the 
bank, and carefiillv adjusted so as to give them the appearance of being 
alive, looking at the others. The psrty on shore, and the par^ on the 
lake, would seem by their dress to be made up of each tribe. The Mo- 
hawk chief had found his kettle, and was leisurely impelling his canoe 
back against the stream, when he was startled by the oischarge of fire- 
arms. ^MatvMdimkP he exclaimed,— * there is fighting!' and onward 
darted his canoe. But when he came in si^^t he perceived his own men, 
as he supposed, mingled with the others, moving about in the greateit 
harmony, occasionally discharging their guns, and following each dis- 
charge witii ahonti and roan of Ungfater ; while anotiier party were 
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reclininff leisurely upon the bank, lookin^f on. *Mopui nuUuMlmuX'i 
paboUijtki* Slid he to tlio woman. * They aro not li[ifhtinff ; Uioy aro 
only at plnv.* But ns he approochod tlio i»horo, ho obdorvoa tliat Uioso 
on the bank never stirred, nor oven moved Uieir headii. He suspected 
all wsji not rifliit Ho had, howover, but little time for rofloctioiu 
The Micmac chief liad Hocrotod himself near tlio landing place. Sovo- 
ral of his men hod run down to tho water,' as if to meet tliom. ' Turn 
the canoe, side to the land,* they cried to the woman. She did so. 
The Micmac fired ; but missod nis man. The canoe was capsized ; 
the woman thrown into the water; and away went the Mohawk, swim- 
niini; below the surface until ho was far out in the middle of the lake. 
The story gnyelj asserts, and I shall not tako upon me either to 
change or modify it, that it was two hours before ho came to tho top! 
that he then came up * in the shape of a loon^* gave two or thrco 
screams afler the maimer of that bird, to let tiiom know, I . suppose, 
where he was ; and tlien dived again, continuing as long below the 
water as before. ' Quick ! launch the canoes f shouted the Micmac 
chief; and away thoy went to the search. No one could seo him but 
the chief, but he was^soon moving about anx>ng tlie canoes, searching 
for his ^ual, and scorning to lay hands on thoso of ordinaiy rank. 
His proximi^ was indicnted by tlie occasional capsizinj^ of a canoe ; 
but no one was hurt At length the Micmac chief discovered him, 
and aimed a deadly blow at hiin with his* spear. But he missod him. 
And now there are no more canoes upset Again he approaches the 
chieTs canoe, swimming under water, and invisible to all eyes save to 
those of the chief.— Again he is struck at, and again missod. * Now,' 
says the chief, stepping forward into the bow of Uie canoe, ' I have but 
one more chance,' ror it seems the * third time is the trying time' with 
them, as well as with more civilized nations This * third and last 
time' soon comes; and now he is successful. *He is running off with 
the line, spear and all,' exclaims the triumphant chief. The men begin 
to search for him, supposing him to be dead somewhere near. 'He'll 
not die in the water,' sa3rs uie chie£ * He will take to the shore as 
fast as possible. Let us follow him.' They obey ; and, sure enough, 
there he is, wounded but not killed. The ]^oung warriors are for rail- 
ing upon him at once ; but the chief restrains tnem. ' Should he kill 
one of you,' says he, ' he would be just as well as ever.' No one must 
approach him but the the chief, and he soon dispatches him. 

** And now occurs another fearful act in the tragedy. 'Come, buiy 
vour husband,' they say to the rescued woman, alluding to the one who 
had been killed by the Mohawks. So they convey the dead Mohawk 
chief a little distance from the shore. The woman takes a knife and 
plunges it into his breast She thed takes the scalp of her murdered 
nusband, whieh the Mohawk had been canying oS, and buries it deep 
in his breast 

''I must sum up the remainder of the tale in a few words. The 
woman is carried home ; marries again ; accompanies her -husband and 
his two brothers on a hunting excursion. She remains alone during 
the day, watching the eamp^ and taking care of the venison, while the 
men are banting. One day she is staiued by the iMurking of ber little 
dag, 81m lookiQp and sees the alders all in molkm, for some dittuiceii 
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They are Mtill an mioii a>i /he dog ifivoi the alanik Slio tliinki it a wir 
party. Tiie nieii, on rotiimiii^ &t ovcniiigf, will not behove hen 8h« 
taken her chihl, and with<lrawM Hoiiie (lintoiico from tlie camp, wher* 
•he rcmaiitti for tlio nifrht Whon aho awakoa, afler daylififht, the has 
hiat her acalp ; hcrchihl w killed; and Uie throe men are dead and >• 
Hcalpcd, jutft whcru tluiy had l^n down to alcop. She binda up her 
head ; roturiia to tlic aettleincnt, and ff'if&t the alann. Whon they aae 
the atate of hor head, they gfive credit to her atory. The warriora moe* 
ter, and go in quest of the enoiny. But mogua ketwUawadigulf *ttgf 
tannai track the enemy* " 

Pool Jacob would not conacnt to my publiahin^ thia tale, with hk 
name appended, lest the paper mi(:ht find ita way into Canada, and the. 
Mohawka get hold of it ana be diaploaaed. Poor fellow! be need not 
have been alarmed, and now he ia where it can give him no 



CHAPTER IL 

THR CU8T0M8 AXVD MANif EaS OF THE MICMAC8 — THEia AlfCISIfT CCTf* 
TOMS — MODiriED BY THE IfEIGHOORHOOD OT THE WHITEa— AH 
IlfDIAII*8 IPEA or TIIE WHITES — DOMESTIC HABITS— A WEDDIlfe lit 
CHARLOTTETOWZf — THE WIGWAM — RULES OF ETiqUETTE— THBIR 
DEVOTIONAL HABITS. 

All the Indians of North America, except the Esquimaux, strikingly 
resemble eacli other, in tlieir features, their languages, and their man* 
nera and customs. These are, of course, all modified by the approach 
of civilization. Any treatise on tlie customs of any of the tnbes of 
Canada, or New England, when they were first discovered, wHl apply 
equally to the Micmacs. Our business, at present, is with the exiatmg 
generation. In many respects they are now different from what tiiey 
once were. Formerly they dressed in %kins, and painted their bodieoi 
adorned themselves wrth shells, and featliers ; used bows and aiiowB, 
stone axes, and stone arrow heads ; lived chiefiy by hunting and fish- 
ing ; and delighted in war. Thev have now very extensively changed 
not only the material of which their clothing is made, but dbo the 
fashion; adopting that of their white neighbours. The latter pait of 
this statement is more particularlv applicable to the men than to the 
other sex. Thev now make baskets, buckets, and barrels, and beg. 
In some places tney till the land on a veiy limired scale, and dwell in 
houses. Drunkenness ia fearfully prevalent among them ; though not 
so much of late years as formerly; and other vicea resulting from the 
proximity of what we proudly call ** civilization ;" a civilization which 
too often seeks ita own inter eat and gratification, regardlesa. of either 
the temporal or spiritual interests of othera ; taring for neither aool or 
body. But while we moom over some of these changea, there an 
othm which call for difierent emotions. There are no wars with bor- 
dering tribee. Noanibitk>ttBGhie^ungainBiaunQrtilfiuMby|ittniiii^ 
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for months liif enemy, way-laying him, and killing; him. The Micmac 
chief does not reckon amon? his iokamoundel, or regalia^ the scalps of 
his slaughtered foes : and there are no torturinefs and burnings of pri- 
soners. Chiefs are, however, duly elected. Tne Indians assemble on 
such occasions to five their votes, ahd any one who knows any just 
cause why the candidate should not be elected, is at liberty to state it 
Councils too are held, to which ten different tribes, extending from 
Cape Breton to Western Canada, send their delegates ; and they seem 
to consider the affair as important as it ever was. The mystic aances, 
too, of the ancient Indians, are not wholly omitted. Part of the cere- 
monies of their great annual religious festival of St Ann's day, consists 
of Uie ungubaUimkf and neskouuwlyik^ the ** feast" and ** mystic dance* 
of the takawachkik^ ** the Indians of olden times." At the proper time 
a chief comes out of a camp and sings a singular tune, and dances a 
•insular step, and is responaed to by a singular grunt from the assem- 
bled crowd. And they assert that during the ceremony the body of the 
dancer is impervious to a musket ball ; but woe betioo the audacious 
wight who might venture on the experiment of attempting to shoot him. 

fiut we pass to their social habits. In few places are the principles 
of order, ** a place for every thin^, and every uing in its place ; a tmie 
for every thing, and every thing m its time ; a station for every one, 
and every one in his station f more fully carried out than in the Indi- 
an's wigwam. One unacquainted with tneir customs, would not suspect 
this. He looks in upon tlie beings in human form — ** caricatures of 
humanity," as he possibly considers them — and every thing is so difi*er^ 
ent from his own ideas of order, that he may suppose tliat all is, in rea- 
lity, in as much confusion as it appeam to him. Little does he suspect 
that the tittering and chattering, going on among the youthful memoers 
of the group are probably at his own expense, occasioned by his appa- 
rent ignorance of good breeding. ** Well," said an Indian, who was 
assistmg me in translating Luke 14, ** Well, I would like to read that 
to some of the Scotchmen. I think they might learn a little manners 
from it" He referred to verses 7 — ^11, where Our Saviour gives direc- 
' tions for the exercise of humility and courtesy. Paul's habitation hap- 
pened to be in the neidiborhooa of a Scotch settlement ; but men of 
any nation would need some knowledge of Indian etiquette, as well as 
the ** Scotch people" in order to avoid giving offence, or being laughed 
at, on visiting a wigwam. *' When they come to our camptf said he, 
^Uiey neither know where to go, what to do, nor what to say ; and they 
commence asking questions, * what is this ? what is this ? what is this r 
We say nothing to them about it ; but we speak of their ignorance and 
ill-manners among ourselves." ''They think us about on a level with 
the beasts," he continued, ** but in reauty an Indian thinks as much of 
hki eornp, as the Governor does of his palace." 

In speaking of the customs of domestic life, it may be as well, for 
the sake of preserving some degree of method, to cpmrnence where do- 
mestic life commenced, in Paradise at the wtdd&Ag, According to 
their traditionary tales, very little ceremony, besides a feast, occmed 
in ancient timetj when a man received his wife. The old people had 
the disposing of their dangfaters. If the young man's suit was favora^ 
b^ reeem^ the fiOher of the girl thus addrMsed htm as he entered 
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the ** camp,** ** kutakumugual tCUutvk^ ** Come up to the back part of 
the camp, my son-in-law?* This settled the matter. A feast was then 
preparea ; all the neighbors were invited ; they ate and drank ; danced ; 
and then engaged in various sports, and finally dispersed. ^The young 
man then took his bride home with him. They now, of course, call in r 
the aid of the ceremonies of the Catholic Church. 

Tlie wigwam is a curious structure. No little skill is displayed in 
its erection. The frame is first raised and fastened, l^e rows of bark 
are carefully put on. In the winter it is lined in the inside with spruce 
boughs, and a thick coating of the same material put on the outside, to 
prevent the cold winds from entering. Bouglis are neatly spread down 
msido ''the camp,** fonning an admirable substitute for carpets, 
cushions, and beds ; and the doorway, in winter, is also partly closed 
with thom, placed so as to spring back and forth as you pass axid repass. 
A pioco of a blanket hangs over tho doorway. Every post of the wig- 
wam, every bar, every fastening, every tier of bark, and every appen- 
dage, whether for ornament or use, has a name ; and all the different 
portions of the one room, their appropriate designations and uses. The 
fire occupies the centre. On each side is the kamigwom. There sit, 
on tlie one side of the fire, tho master and mistress; and, oi^the other, 
the old people, when there are old people in the family ; and tlie 3roung 
women, when there are young women, and no old people. The wife 
has her place next the door, and by her side sits her lord. You will 
never see a woman setting abovt her husband, — for towards the back 
part of the camp^ the kviwcwnvk^ is up. This is the place of honour. 
To this place visiters and strangers, when received with a cordial wel- 
come, are invited to come. • '* JCutakumagual^ upchtUut^ they say to 
him, ** come up toward the back part of the wigwam.** 

The children are taught to respect their parents. Many a white 
fiimily might take a lesson from them in this respect The rod is applied 
unsparingly, to tame their rebellious spirits, and teach them ** good 
manners.** They do not speak disrespectfully of their parents. The 
ordinaiy word for being dnink, kaOvut^ a child will not use when stating 
that his father or mother is in that state; but he says.tcelopt^K^, a 
much softer term — though it is not easy to express the difference in 
English. They do not pass between their parents and the fire, unless 
there are old people, or strangers, on the opposite side. 

The inmates of the ** cam^ have their appropriate postures as well 
as places. The men sit cross-legged, like tne Orientals. The women 
sit with their feet twisted round to one side, one under the other. The 
younger children sit with their feet extended in front To each of . 
these postures an appropriate word is applied. The first is fhenmnu' 
basi, I sit down man-fasnion, L e., cross-lejg^ged. The second is, mtmt- 
hdugunaboie, I sit down with my legs twisted around. The third is, 
tokwodaboMej I sit with my feet extended. 

When a stranger, even a neighbor, comes into the wigwam of ano- 
ther, if it be in the day time, he steps in and salutes them. ** Kwa** is 
the usual word of salutation, resembling both in sound and signification 
the Greek salutation kmn! hail! Should it bd in the night or even- 
ing, this is uttered while standing outside. In that case Uie response 
is, <Kwa weninkeL* ^ Who art thou.^ You give your name. And if 
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they know vou,u)d are glad to see you, you are invited in at once. 
If they either know you not, or care not for you, they again ask, 
** Kogtpa patvotumunr* ''What is your wish?^ You must then, of 
course, do ^our errand, and go about your business. When you enter, 
in the day tune, you will not ** go and sit down in the hi^est room," 
or the ** most honorable seat," — ^Uiat is to say, tf you are a toeU-bred 
Indian^ you will not; but you will make a pause at the lowtti place, 
the plaice next the door. The master of the camp will tlien say to you, 
^t^jKhdase^^ ** come up higher." It was this striking coincidence 
between their notions of politeness, and the instructions of Our Soviour 
in Lake ziv. that led my friend Paul to utter his amusing observations, 
respecting the rudeness of his white neighbors, ''the Scotchmen." 
As soon as the visiter is seated, the head-man of the ^ camp" delibe- 
rately fills his pipe ; lights it ; draws a few whifis, and then hands it to 
the other. If there be several, they pass it round. Conversation goes 
forward. ' All the new and strange thinfi;s, are enquired afler, and 
related, and the greatest respect is mutually shown. When the busi- 
ness of eating is going forward, all who are in the wigwam assist 
To withdraw during the process of cooking, would be rudeness. It 
would be a most disreputable thing not to invite a stranger to partake ; 
it would be a grievous ofience for him to refuse. There are usually a 
crowd of neighbours in every ** camp" at meal time, when it is known 
that there is food there ; and what there is, is divided among the whole. 
It may require a visit to several *^ camps" in succession, to obtain a 
full meaL I have reason to believe that this hospitality is more the 
result of custom than any extraordinary generosity. Measures afe 
sometimes adopted to evade it ; and they do nut hesitate to say they 
•re tired of it, when it has been exacted beyond duo bounds. 

The women are still accounted as inferiors. They maintain a 
respectful reserve in their words when their husbands are present 
''When Indian make bargain, squaw never speakum." Thus was a 
merchant's lady once cooly, but pointedly, reproved, by on indignant 
son of the foTeat, when she objected to her husband's giving him his 
full price for hu feathers. She sometimes heard the remark afterwards 
fiom a quarter nearer home, perhaps to her profit The Indian woman 
never walks before her husband, when they. traveL The men at tabUy 
are helped first When one comes into your house for a cup of water, 
he drinlcs firist himself, and hands it next to the other man, and last of 
•U to the woman. When she is passing from one part of the wigwam 
or canoe to another, however crowded it may be, she must not step 
over a man's feet Such a " step*^would be deemed the grossest insult, 
and wonld probably be avenged by such an application of his foot ajs 
would send her reeling, and teach her to be more careful in fViture. 
nor must she ever step across his fish spear* -His mechanical imple- 
ments, of whatever kind, and whatever work he may be making, are all 
as important in this respect ajs his feet A woman must never atep 
across them. • "Take up your feet," she will say to him when she 
wishes to pass ; or, " tm up your spear," or " your woTk,"if she cannot 
well get round them. Tliis.iie does, and die goes on. 

Tm Indian is laiy, and improvident He cannot understand the 
ityofUyingopa^ropply rorthefbuire. While he has the means 
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he lives like a princo ; and when ho his it not ho does without He 
can bear hunger and cold, and neglect, witiiont repining. But he lu4 
nmch rather be woll-fed, and warm, and kindly treated. I have not 
discovered a word in the lan^age eitiier for patience or tM^polieiiee. 
A Frenchman, who speaks Micmoc well, and English bettor, aiisored 
me that there are no stich tnrms in the language, and that an Indian 
never '^ gets out of patience,*' and is never anxious about tlio future. 
He often appears stupid, and vacant, when it arises merely from his 
not understanding you. Could you address him in his own tongue, 
you would see his countenance light up, and find that he has an eve that 
can flash, a heart that can beat, and a soul that can bo stirred. He 
loves excitement Hence his inveterate fondness for tobacco, tea, and 
what is infinitely worse, strong drinks. An exciting employment 
rouses him. However he may dislike chopping wood and hoeing pota^ 
toes, he has no objection to the chase. He makes buckets and baaketSi 
and carries them to town on his own back, because he must do so or 
starve. But let a shoal of porpoises heave in sight, and then see hinu 
All other business is suspended. The women and children line the 
bank. The men gird on tlioir belts, overlianl their guns, get ready 
their ammunition, launch their canoes, and away, away, with the speed 
of an arrow, towards the scene of attraction. The very dogs'catch the 
enthusiasm, and amidst the din of women's voices, and children's shoots, 
thev yelp and howl in most melodious concert And what if they kill 
nothing! They do not in that case return cursing their stars, and 
uttering imprecations a^inst the fish or themselves for having had 
their run for notliing. I^ot they. Canoe after canoe returns. The 
women are again at their work ; the children at their play ; the dogs 
lie down in the camp and snore ; the men light tlieir pipes ( and yon 
go quietly homo. Such a scene I lately witnessed at the Strait of 
Canso ; and I would not for a trifle have missed it 

And they can be moved on otlicr occasions. They can raise their 
voices in anger. They can describe an exciting scene, with every 
muscle in motion, and with gesticulation so perfect, that you would 
scarcely need to understand their language, in order to know what they 
are telling. And the Indian mother loves her babe, nurses it as care<* 
fully, and cherislios it as fondly, as any mother ; and weeps as bitterly 
when it dies. And so does the father. He will kiss his little daugh- 
ter, and sing to her, as she presses her tiny lips to his **tdktxmche^u^ 
''your dear little mouth,** with all the affection imaginable. And his 
liUle son comes bounding to meet him when he returns home, climbs 
over his head, and hangs upon him ; and botli father and son appear to 
enjoy it, for all I can see, as much as those of any other nation or rank. 
And I have been affected in hearing a sick Indian refer to the hard- 
ships his poor wife had to suffer, during a severe winter, while he was 
unable to do anything himself, and she had been obliged to cut the 
wood, and travel throun^h the deep snow, until she was **8ud ntpk^ 
^ almost dead.** And I was still more affected when his aged, widowoc) 
mother, related to me, after his death, how feelingly he had referred, in 
his hist moments, while takinj^ an aficctionate farewell of his little ones, 
to my kindness, as he called it, in visiting them, and interesting myself 
m their behalf. Poor fellow! May God Almighty take care of \\\fi 
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little orpliaDfl i^d bless them ! Here may be mentioned their exeiv 
cises oKdevotion. They regularly say tneir prayers; attend mass; 
go to confession, and cross themselves Every morning and evening, 
and on Sundays and Holidavs, they assemble in their Chapel, when 
residing in its neighborhood, or in the wigwams, when far away from 
the Chapel, and perform their devotions. One person is appointed 
to 1^. They are snmnnoned at the proper hoor, by an inoividual 
shooting at the top of his voioe, and calling them to come to pravers. 
The gresiter part of the service is smig, or rather, ehanteiL They have 
tenor, bass, and treble voices i and, save and except a most disagreeable 
** nasal twang," their singinf^ is not onmelodious. Thev sing respon-^ 
sivel^, each part chiming m at the proper time. They shift their 
position several tiroes dnnng the performance, which lasts for nearly 
an hoor ; at one time, sitting on their heels and holding op their heads ; 
at another, bending forwards ; and they conolode with an act of pros^ 
tration, heading forward, and touching their foreheads to the frround. 
Then, if in the Chapel, they **bow to the graven images,** or pictures, 
and slowly retire. And they also repeat their private devotions, and 
cross themselves before retiring to rest at night, and immediately after 
rising in the morning. They uways take on their hats and cross them- 
selves when they eat In their prayers there are many repetitioiuu 
They address the Trinity; and oail on Jesus (Santa) to have mercy 
upon them ; they invoke the Virgin Maiy, and the Saints ; repeat the 
Cfreed and portions of the Commandments, and say the Lord's Prayer. 
They have also PsaUns and Hymns, and parts of Scripture history. 
** And could you tell them this," said a young Indian, who was assistinff 
me in translating portiona of the New Testament, ** I think they would 
attend to it ; ibr as far as they know, th^ do." And my young firiend 
proposed it, as a capital plan, that I should translate the Gospel into 
Micmac, and tell them that the Bishop had done it, so that they would 
receive it without hesitation. ** And do you think,^ said I to another, 
** that were I to preach in your language, the Indians would eome to 
hear nuv" ''Come ?" said he, ''to be sure we would; wo would come 
a hundred miles to hear you." 
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The language of the Indians is veiy remarkable. One would think 
it must be exMedingly barren, limited in inflection, and erode. . But just 
the reverse ih the fact. It is copious, flexible, and expressif e. Its 
declension of Nouns, and conjugation of Verbs, are as regular as the 
Greek, Und twenty times as copious. The full conjugation of one 
' MicmaeVerb, would fill quite a larse volume ! In its construction and 
idkmi it diflfeis widely from ilie En^HiAh. This is why an Indian usually 
speaks sueh wratehed English. He Uunks in his own tongue, and 
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cpeaki in oun ; and (utiuws tho natural order of liia own arranfremefil. 
He eommiu such blunders as the following : ** Five hundred routooasli 
killum roy father." ** Long time ago, when first Indians roakuro God;** 
for, ** my father killed five hundred muskrats;*' and, '* when God fint 
made \he Indians." There are fewer elementary sounds in Miemao 
than in English. They have no r, and no / or v. Instead of r ther 
say /, in such foreign words as they adopt. And droll enough work 
they sometimes make in translating hack and forth, from one language 
to the other, and ifi attempting not to confound r and /, while speaking 
KnglislK The name of an hour is in Miemao the same as that of ao 
owl, (kookooguts) because when they first attempted to say it, the^ had 
to say ou/, and then they could think of the name of that nocturnal bird in 
their own tongue, more readily than they could recal a foreign term* 
And Mr. Lord is trailed Elsalihedai/gun, ** the Kamrod,*^ because Petir 
Joe drops the r in l^ord, and changes the r in rod into /, which thus 
becomes the same as the former — lod, Takifig it for granted that it is 
the same word in each case, we translate it accordingly. 

There is no Article in Micmac. The Verb To Be, is ** Irregular,'* and 
is never used for the purpose of connecting a subject with its predicate. 
They have a dual number, like the Greek. They express the difTerenl 
Persons and Numbers by the termination of the Verb, and like the 
Greek, have a great number of Tenses. There are also some words in 
the Ijsnguage, which resemble Greek. The Micmac word EUenu, an 
Indian, is not very different from Ellen, a Creek. JSUenu esii, he speaks 
Miemao, is strikingly like the Greek EUenesei, he will speak Grreek. 
But in other respects the language resembles the Hebrew. Especially 
in the ** suffixes" by which the Personal Pronouns are connected io the 
Accusative Case, with the Verb. There are words evidently derived 
from the English and French ; but wellae, I am well, appears in so many 
compounds, and occurs in some form so -constantly as to make the im- 
pression that it is original Micmac. 

The following are the Personal Pronouns. Neen, /; Keel, Thau; 
Neggum, ^e and Site-; Neenen, We; Keenu, We; Negumou, Tltey. 
, The Gender is not distinguished either in the Singular or Plural of 
the Pronouns. The distinction between Neenen and Keenu, is this. 
The former, signifies He and /; the latter You and /. This distinction 
obtains in all the Indian dialects, so €ar as I have been able tQ learn. 
And it extends through the declension of Nouns, Adjectives and Pro- 
nouns, and the Conjugation of Verbs. 

They have various methods of marking the sex of animals. Some- 
limes by different words as c/ieenum, a man ; aUl, a woman. Sometimes 
by an additional word, a^ kecf^keguech nabaoo^ a cock ; keegulleeguech 
tsquaoo, a hen. The word ^Sguaw is not Micmac ; but a termination 
something resembling it, is added to epithets denoting rank, station, or 
employment, to ^distingtrish the female aex. Thus : EleegawU, a king ; 
Eleegawesgu, a qoeen^ ^Sakununi^ a chief; sahanas^, a chiefs wife. 
fiut as neither Adjectives, Verbs, nor Pronouns, are varied to denote tho 
Gender of Antmalsi there is no necessity for the distinction of Masoulino 
and Feminine, 'for any Grammatical purpose. But there is a broad dis- 
^ tinetion between things Krhicli have life and those which are inanimate. 
'*^'' reqiJIies the distineckm "of the Animate tod Intnimate dender. 
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The plurlil of theao two classes of words, is lormcd in a very ditferent 
manner; k being- tho lerminntion of the Animate, and / of the inanimate. 
Oaetnum a man ; cheenumttok^ men. Soon^ a cranberry ; soonui, cran* 
berries. The Adjectives, Pronouns, nnd Verbs, am varied to agrco in 
Gender. ^KaloosU abii^ a pa*tty woman ; katoosit checnii^ft, a pretty 
man. Diit kahilk kooiidou^ a pretty stone. Naneck chttiium^ I s^ a 
man. Nemedu kootidou^ I see a stone. By varying the termination of 
Nouns, they distinguish the Nominative, Coniiive, Dative, Accusative 
aitd Vocative Cases. This makes the same number as in Greek. But 
they are in advance of that elegant Lungnagei They have two more 
terminations, one denoting that the person, or thing, S|)oken<if, inabsefUi 
and the other, that the word ends the sentence. The former may be 
called ** the Case ^A5<n/t(7f," and the other, ** the Case 7Vr/nina/iM.*' 
It is proper to state that these additional endings may be added to each 
of the real Cases* 

The Verb is emphatically the word in Micmae. Whole sentoncesi 
and long ones too, occur constantly, formed wholly of Verbs. All 
Adjectives of the Animate Gender, are real Verbs, and are conjugated 
through Mood and Tense, Person and Number. There being no such 
thing as the Verb f To Be used as a copidOf the copula is in the Adjec 
tite itself. I know not how to dintinguish the two ideas, a good marif 
tfidi the man i$ good. Even the Numerals are Verbs. And any Noon 
t>an assume the form and nature of a Verb without any difficulty. 

The following are the Numerals : Na^ookt^ One ; Tah-boo^ Two ; 
&f«/, Three ; Na-oot Four: Nahn^ Five ; Ussooknm, Six ; Ellooi^gvn* 
nukf Seven ; OogummOolchiny Eight ; Peskootudiduk, Nine ; M'tilnf ' 
Ten. 

The Indian can count as far as he pleases. Tho prevalent notion 
that he can only count ten, is an error. It is true, he enumerates by 
iens, as all other nations do ; and often, like the rest of mankind, uses 
his fingers in counting ; and he happens to have, as others have, just 
that number of these convenient appendages. Naookt-inskak^ is another 
word for ten. Tahbooinskakf iwemy, Naseinskak, ihiny. Naoo'inskak, 
Ibriy, &tj. 

The above are used when counting objectsi whether Animate or In* 
animate% But wlien expressing a number, as three apples, or, three men, 
the Indian uses a different termination. Thus : nasitkulwenjoo'toonul^ 
three apples ; nasijik chentunook, three men. This is a second word for 
three. But this variety applies only to three, and ten. Tahboosefek 
there are two of us. Taltbooseyok, there are two of you. fTaboosijik^ 
there are two of them. Taboosijik abijik, two women. TaboogtU laim^ 
vojtd, two trees. 

An Indian onoe boasted to roe of the tariety of his language, and 
•firmed that he had at least two words for every idea. *' Always, 
•Yorything, two ways roe speakuro," said he. Bat thia is not UienWy 
true ; though I will not afllrm that it is not as correct as soma of the 
^ €reaeral Rules '^ we nest with in oibtv Langtiagesi 
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X^empaieisabMif, with the the Greek ifaste, pretty. 

tTbi^ have a Verb eorrcspeaduig. to tho Verb 7b Be,, httt it always denoHs r 
ytoesw Apm,lamhsm. XiJtiv^iisii*, beisihersivthswigwau. m 
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A specttnon o( lUt. CtMijupai oo ol' a V« r'j miMi Im* oh^n. Ii mumi be 
on ft liinited wcmUs, 1 {jretnue ihai ttiey hftte ihi: li dieilite. liii|MBrBtiv«, 
Hiibjuiiciive, I'tHeoiul, and liiliiiiiive Mmniji, aud !•• iimj ImlicBtiTo, the 
Utntmafekven Ttntt^! Thtty have ihu Aetit* , PiaaiTe* and Uiddle 
Viiioea ; and by a aliirht variaiHiu of tbo temiii.auuii, Uiej add Mi, uko 
fnwn, and rary Uie orijfiif^il idea, aliooat cmllcMly. 

In Mfdor ibiit thu iiiflectiuiia nuy be diMiii(;ui»ii«^l fnMii the mm, 1 Imvo 
eh«««io a word whidi haa bcsen adopted froin ibe Englialu II ia tlh wwfk 
t0 mtmeUf iu iko 9ca90 oHo fiiee UMtisMOH^, 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 

FKKSKJIT Tn««K. 

&ng, 1. •Wiinri-a-awo. 1 wiine^a. 

2. Wiiiiti4-awin. Thon wiiueaaeat. 

3. Wiinesa-uwiu Ho witneaai^a. 
Ihiai. I. Wiiuettaaweyek. He and 1 m in 

1. WitfivMawctikw. 

*2, Witncasaweyok. 

3. Wiimfatawijik. 
PhiraJ I . Wiiiiessawuoiteyek. 

1. W'iuicssawfioIiQekw. 

6. Wiineavawoolteyok. 

3. WiiiiesMwooliijik. 
• Tht namher and per»no being marked by tbe terminminn, the I*rmmm» aie 
Btkium used with ibe forb, ezcepc lor eiD|>btMia-*tbctt il woidd be AVra 
ute€, Idb. 
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rh<Ni and I wiuieaa. 
Yuo witneta. 
Tbay witneaa. 



•i 



Sing, 1. Wiincftsawcap. 
S. Witueasawccp. 
3. Wiuicsaawip. 
Dual 1. Witiiesaaweyepop. 
1. Witneaaaweegoup. 
^. Witneaaaweyogup. 
3. Wiineaaawibunik. 
*3« Witncaaawibuncck. 
PlutaJ 1. Witneaaawoolteyegap. 

1. Witneasawooltecgoop. 

2. Witneasawooheyogup. 

3. Witncaaawooldibuoik. 



I u'iinei>8cd. 
Tbou didat witneaa. 
IIo wiiiicssed. 
He and I witneaaed. 
Tbuu and I witneaaed. 
Yuu witneaaed. 
They witneaaed. 
They witneaaed. 
They and m'o witneaaed. 
You and m'e witneaaed. 
You witneaaed. 
They witneaaed. 
They witneaaed* 
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•3. Witneaaawooldibuneek. 

*Tbit $eeond form of the 3rd pert, dual and plorai is osed if yoo ar^ tpeakinc 
«f ofticnf peraona. J f they are preteti/ yoo Use tbe first form. 

ruTURK Tloiac. 



Sing, 1. Witneaaawedea. 

2. Witneaeaweduka. 

3. Witneaaawedea. 
DuaL 1. Witneaaawedeaenen. 

1. Witneaaawedakaunoo. 

2. Witnoaaawedokaup. 

3. Witneaaawedak. 
Fhtral I, Witneaaawooltedeceoeo. 

1. Witodaaawooltedakaonoo. 
' t. Witneas&wooltedokaap. ''^' 
3. Whnaaaawoolledak. 



I will witneaa. - "'" 

Thou wilt, &e. '^'^^ ''•' 
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These ara iho principal Ten8«!s. They ase an AvxiHary Verb f«ir 
the real. Thia ia a pan of the Verb kcs^u^ J finiah. Thia prwfixed tu 
the Preaent, forma the Perfect; ihna: Kese wUnesiawe, 1 nave been 
witneaaiug. Kes kcse t^inessaice, I have witneaaed ; that ia, 1 have done 
witneaainff. Prefixed to the Imperfed it forma the Pluperfect. Kese 
teit/iessaweap, I had been wimcaaiug. Kes kcse wiinessaweapt 1 had wit- 
neaaed (i. e. I had finiahed witneaaing). Prefixed to the Future it forma 
the Sicond Future, or f^uture Perfect. Kese witnessatoedes, 1 shall have 
witneaaed. In the Imperfect and all tliese Tenaea which are formed 
from it, there are Interrogative forma. Witnessaweas f ' Waa I wit- 
neaainff! WUnessaioeesupt Waat thou witneaaing 1 &c., &c. Thia 
makes up in all, tlie/omu of eleven Tenaea. 

A curiona feature of the language ia the double negative^ and thia 
extends tfi Nouna and Adjectivea, as well aa to Verba. It doublea the 
labor of learning the conjugation^ aa it conaiata in placing a negative 
before the word, and then changing the termination. Thua Wunessawe 
I Witneaa. Moo witiieSsawe I do not witneaa^ Moo tbitnessawikw He 
doea not witoeea. 

They have a remarkable facility for compounding worda. Here again 
there ia a reaemblance to the Greek. The particular mentioned laat 
before thia, reminds one alao of the double negative aomeiimea in that 
language. The terrible long worda of the Indiana, are compounda, and 
while they lengthen words, they ahorten speech, and render it more 
effective. Theae aeem to be common to all the Indian dialecta. Cotton 
Mather aaid they looked aa though they had been growing ever aiuce 
the confoaion of Babel ; a remark which, perhapa, containa aa much 
philoeophical truth aa it doea wit The following specimen occura in their 
Prayerbook, in the account of the " Itaat Supper.'' It contains fourteen 
ayllables, and when apelled with FiUgliah lettera, can be made, without 
much exaggeration, to occupy forty charactera. 

Najdejemouweeoolowguoddullaolteediaauneega, ** Theytoere going to 
tat suppet together,*^ In the Prayerbook, written in aymbola, one smaJt 
tharader, representa this formidable word. It ia compounded of aeveral 
by taking their principal patta, and dovetailing them into one. The 
roots are tied together, and they become one long tree. 

Some People are aatoniahed to hear iia apeak of the Grammar of the 
Miemaca. They did not auppoae theae people had any auch thing, or 
that they ever trouble th^maelvea about ** Orthography, Etymology and 
Syntax." Nor do they. They are like the man, who beginning to 
team late in life, expreued hia aatoniahment on aacertaining that he had 
been speaking mprose all hia life, without knowing it. Grammar ia the 
" art of speaking and writing a language correctly." But what ia it to 
Bpeak or write coNrrectlyl It ia not just this, *' to speak and write like 
those who undeiatar4d and speak the Language beat!*' Were the 
Eogliah Language spoken no where but in t>evonshire, then all the 
the nilea of Engliah Urammar would have to be conatruoted in accordance 
with that fact. Hie wav in whieh worda are pronounced in that place, 
Would be the oorreet mode of pronunciation. Their manner of loonatmet- 
ing sentences, would form oar Rules of Syntax. And so of any other 
laognage^ or mit ether plaoe* Now the best usage of Miemaci: is the 
iMly usage wbioti profaus. And altli««gli Uiey have neitherOnnimai* 
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nor LexieoM, in oae amoofr them, yet they bare hiffher aothorily, ono 
on which these, whererer they exini, are bated, the Micniac vjia io^unufif 
the authority of the best v$ege. And it in interesting to hear them ap- 
peal to this authority. ** 1 hey doiit say it so,*' you will be told, wlieq 
you mispronounee a word, or cimstntct a sentence iinpmperW ; or, ** nfl 
fM," <« that is it :* ** tekkelvsullijik,'' ** tkat is the way they speak" when 
you succeed in expressinfr yourself correctly. You will not catch them 
confounding the Dual with the Plural, the Animate Gender with tho 
Inanimate, the Prefer Tense with the Past or Future ; nor the Positie§ 
form of words, with the Nepotive. Some diversity it is true, exists in 
the language as spoken in diflerent places. It extends merely to the 
use aad pronunciation of a few words. The Indians of Cape Bieton, 
amuse themselves ocoasionally st the expense of the Nova Scoiiai«s ; awl 
are themselves laughed about in turn, by the latter party, for their ini« 
proper or uncouth utterances; and the Indians on Prince Edward Island 
and at Miramiclii, are as susceptible of the ludicrous, as their brethren, 
and as conscious of their own superiority. And I ctmfess it requirea 
some nerve to endure being laughed at to one*s face, even by a company 
of Indians. To hear them catch up your bad pronunciation, oi awkward 
aentenee, and repeat it from one to another amidst roara of laughter, 
.inclines you sometimes to read them a lecture on '*good npannera.** 
But you may as well make the beat of it. It is not in human nature, 
learned or unlearned, civi)i2ed or savage, for a word in common uae to 
be pronounced differently from what one has always been accustomed to 
bear it, without its attractinc notice, and provoking a smile. I now ge* 
nerally get out of the diQculty by taking advantage of a lall in the 
storm of ridicule, and then saying to them, in Micmae, ** When an Rn« 
glishman speaks Indian, the Indians laugh ; and when an Indian speaka 
English, the Englishmen laugh,'* This tuma the tabtea uiion them, 
pnts them into a good humor with themaelvea and with me ; and makes 
them a little more caQtious. 

I dose these remarks on their language by a few sentenoes of the tale 
related in Chapter II, interlining a very literal translation, in order to 
show their method of arranging their words. As they have no Article, 
this alao is neglected iu the translation, except where it is implied in the 
Verb, 

Na meskek udun bopkak. Nedugnledijik ehenurook 

Now great Indian aettlement down a river. Go a hunting men 
toguak tuchu mugu ankuouwa kelulk. Petoowedajik. Ababejit 
Autumn then '<iow fur good. They go up the riven Ababeiit 
ak wedabala nenkadijik kodiiga ; nadal etuMugulijik. Ababeiit 
and his comrade stop half way ; there they go a huntbg. Ababejit 
u'abtiemul aegoskwol ; naseliie nnejuntna. Sikwa tucha seboo 

his wife a widow ; three them her children. Spring then river 

elodasijik Ababejit ak wedabala an kogua oabadodich nank^ 
bring down to Ababejit and his comrade what thinga they kiU one 
teboga, eskumatumedieh kakimetpegasin sebooa. 
winter, they wait for its breaking up river. 

Nothing would be more unfair or absnrd than to tranalate good Mie- 
mae into bad English, were we profesbedly acting as an interpreter or 
trmslator. But the above is girea for the purpoot already fpeeilied« 







E^prMi tmdtnd lilcnily wto lliemae would be is uttiatelliinlile mmI 
ri fay lo t •• Umm, is Um abiive appears to as. Soiae kanwledga of Um 
Mansi mi their iaajvifa is caaeatial is order lu andersUttd tbea wbea 
■peilriag Englirii. 



CHAPTER IV. 



UTCAATVUI or THE VICMACS — ^THRIE MBTnOD OF WaiTING — THKIR 
STMBOUC rEATBE-BOOK — THE SCIEIICBS — EXCELLENT QUIDE* — 
THSIE TEADin05S. 

And what can be meant, it'maT be asked, by the UUrahsrt of the 
M ieiiiica. We Juve been in the habit of lookinsf npon them as misefa- 
ble, ignorant, stopid looking beings. We have been aware that there 
hife never been, to any extent, schools established among them, and 
tint no efibrt, escept on the smallest scale, has been made by the 
whites, to teach them. We have treated them almost as though they 
had no rights, and as if it were somewhat doobtful whether 4hey even, 
have sook. And have they a Literatore ? By what effort of hnngina- 
tion can it be made out? And tnily the term most be taken with some 
restriction in its meaning. They possess, however, some knowled^ 
of the Aiti and Sciences. They have a book which th^ read. Some 
ofthemcan write both English and Bficmac |n a veiy fair hand. Some 
of them have a knowledge of arithmetic. An instance has occwred in 
Prince Edward Island, of an Indian who prided himself on being ablo 
to add op the longest and most complicated sams, as rapidly as the 
moat expert aceomptant They are in the constant habit of correspond 
ding among themselves by letter. I have obtained a couple c^ letters, 
written bv tn Indian who his been several years at Qnebec ; ono 
EdAfesKd to his father, and the other to the chief in Cape Breton; bihI 
the hand-writing would bo no discredit to any body. The method of 
wrlt'ng and spelling is curious. The letters for the most part resemblo 
the English, not are sounded like the French Their hook is written 
in pecmiar eharaden. They have nothing in Roman print Most of 
them are acquainted with the contents of Siis book ; but few, however, 
can read it correctly. Copies of it are multiplied indefinitely, by trans- 
erring. And it embraces important matter. It enters into some of 
the most devated regions of knowledge and thought I cannot 
approve of it as a whole. It states things which are hSe in fact, and 
rainoQS in tendency; but it also states nrach that is tmth, and truth of 
the most mo m e nt ous import It is their Prayer BooL It containrt 
condensed extracts from tlie historical portions of the Bible; a Cate- 
fshism of Religion ; Psalms and Hymns, and Prayers. The contents 
are early instiDed into their mcmoriep. The children are taught by their 
parents, and many a Protestant family might take a lesson from thq^ 
in this reqieet 

Bat thc7 are also versed in other subjects. They have studied 
Botany ftom Natnre^ .Volume They know the names of all the trees 
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•ad dvoW, and asefU pbaU, uid looli, in their coimtnr. Tkej btrv 
•todied their vtiua, hihita, and uica. They faif« kibed» 
•ad eoouned mil the uumtk of Nofth Americay froa the 

S/a to the g^wgkrktfk, from the '*bqfiJo* to the • 
¥c in like mimer exminiiied the birdi and the fidk They uv there- 
fore eoinevhat •cquminCed with Natiual Histocy. 

The IndiiD hat etndied Geogimphy. Not, bovefer, thel of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. But be know* all about America. And mcMt em> 
cialljr does tiie Micmac know aboct Nova Scotia and the plaees a4ja- 
ceoL Shew him a map of these places, and explain to him that it is 
" a pictore of the coontiy* and aithoagfa it may be the firat time he has 
erer seen a map, he can ^ roond it, and point out the difiereot places 
with the utmost care. lie is acquainted with eveiy spot He is in the 
habit of making rude drawings of pUcen (or the direction of others. 
One party can duis inform another at what tpod in the woods they an 
to be fiiuiid. At tJie place where they torn off the main road, a piece 
of bark is leil, with the conteoiplated route sketched upon iL The 
par^ followinjr examine the luskuH as they term it, when they taam 
up, and then follow on without any difficulty. 

An Dfidian is a first rate hand to gire you directions respecting your 
road. He marks it out for you on the ground, and you cannot haYO a 
better guide, especially through the woods. When roads were finrer 
and more difficult in Nova Scotia than they are now, the Indian^ aid 
was frequently called into requisition. And ''here," said the tawny 
guide, who wasvears ago directing a psitr in their travd from Nictanz 
to Liverpool in the winter. ^ here just half-way." When the road was 
ailerwards measured it was (bund that the Indian was coirect Aim- 
ing at another spot, he infonned them that the orecedinff winter he had 
kiUed a mooso at that place. Digging down through tne deep snow, 
he immefiiately showed tliem thelKrms. Their services shoulo always 
be obtained in searohing fi>r persons who are lost in the woods. Besides 
their accurate acouaintance with the (ace of the countiy, theyan able 
to track you with all case over the leaves in summer. They can 
discern the traces of your foot, where you can see nothing. You have 
bent the leaves and grass under your feet, and the impression remains. 
And your upper extremities have left an additional track behind you, 
on the trees, and on the moss, which, brushed along as you passed, was 
not wholly elastic ; it remained in a measure as yon left it So that 
whether he looks up or looks down, he sees your track, and can foQow 
you at full speed. Now where there are habits of such close obser- 
vation, there must be mental improvement 

And they have some knowledge of Astronomy. They have watchod 
the stars during their night excursiona, or while laying wait for game. 
They know that the North star does not move, and they call it ''ofaso- 
iunupuoa hdokuxotchj^ **the North star." Tbey have observed that 
the circnmpolar stars never set The call the Great Bear, "Muen^ 
tkt bear. And they have names for several other constellations. The 
rooming star is ufadkAum, and the seven stars ^julkudL And ** what 
do you call that ?" said a venerable old lady a sborttime ago, who with 
her husba n d, the head chief of Cape Breton, was giving me a lectors 
on Astronomy, on natnre^s celestial globe, Oirough the apeitures of the 
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wiffwam. She wu pointiiiff to the * milky way^ ** Oh we call it the 
mSkyway-the milky roadi? said L To my mirprise she gave it the 
•ame name m Micmac. 

Besides these branches of knowled^ they have amon^ them histo- 
rical facts, as already intimated, and facts mingled with fable, and 
fables apparently without any mixture of facts, treasured up carefully 
in their memories, and handed down from generation to generation. 
These singular tales display some talent in their composition, and many 
of them, aU things considered, are exceedingly interesting, as the ^nu« 
ine compositions of a primitive race, just as the wildest or most ridicu- 
lous tales of the nurseiy (some of which, by-the-bye, they very much 
resemblel such as Sinbad the Sailor, Beauty and the Beast, Jack the 
Giant-killer, or Cinderrella and the glass slipper, would be, could we 
but be certified that they were the genuine compositions of the ancient 
Britons, in the diqrs preceding the Roman conquest, when our forefa- 
thers were barbarians. And viewed in a similar light why should not 
the traditionary romances of the Micmacs be worthy of attention? 
They are, no doubt, genuine. They must have been composed by 
Indians, and many of them by Indians of a former generation. Some 
of them are composed with great regularity. One event occurs out of 
another, and the stoiy goes on with a wildness of imagination about 
magicians and nants, and transformations, and love, and war, and 
murder, that mi^t almost rival the metamorphasis of Ovid, or the tales 
of the ancient Scandinavians. Children exposed, or lost, by their 
parents, are miraculously preserved. They grow up suddenly to man* 
nood, and are endowed with superhuman powers. They become the 
avengers of the guilty, and the protectors of the good. Tliey drive up 
the moose and the ** carriboo" to their ^ campSf** and slaughter them at 
their leisure. The elements are under their controul. They can raise 
the wind ; conjure up storms or disperse them ; make it cold or hot 
wet or dry, as they please. They can multiply the smallest amount of 
food indefinitely ; evade the subtlety and rage of their enemies ; kill 
them miraculously, and raise their slaughtered friends to life. Huge 
serpents are occasionally introduced ** as big as mountains." A mens- 
tfous bird called the hdloOf the same possibly as the fabled condor, 
oflen makes its appearance. With a dozen slaughtered fat bufialoes 
on its back, and several men, it goes off through the air as though it 
bore no burden. A whole quarter of beef serves it for a mouthful. It 
has human properties ; can speak ; and is endowed with prophetic 
powers. It u a powerful friend or terrible enemy to the Indians. 
When the former, it saves them from all sorts of troubles, and furnishes 
them with eveiy jgood. When the latter, their condition is sad indeed. 
In a tale which lies before me, a kuttoo is described as having depopu- 
lated a whole village; having^ carried the inhabitants all on alive, to 
his own territory. He occupies a central wigwam; his prisoners are 
aU around him in a circle. One whole fanulv furnishes him with a 
meal, and he takes them in rotation, each family knowing when their 
torn will comOi The same tale relates the destruction of the old tyrant 
A child, picked up in the woods by an old squaw, has been reared by 
her, and afier a long series of marvellous events, he arrives just as his 
ptMts are in expectatk>n of being devoured on the monrow. Bui he 
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pnttea their delhrercr. The old iaUlm &Ik br hif hand^ togellier vkk 
all the brood, except the younger one, who by jTieil prfWMJon and 
lich proiiiweM,obtAnM penoianontolive. llencefottfa tlua bird ittachei 
liiinself to the joong hero, abd faithfully doea he reward hna for apaiinf 
hia life. Such are their talca, and ther aeem to ha^a scoraa of ^moL 
¥ive of thom from the mouth of an Indian, I have wntteo down, each 
being the length of a tolenble aermoo, and I hare heard many more. 
I prize them chiefly aa fonuahing me with the meana of atodpog the 
lan^ruage. 

Now all tikeae facta reUte to the qoeatkm of the intdleetiial c^iaciqr 
of thelndiam ; the degree of knowledge enrting among them; and the 
poefibiliQr of elevating them in tlie acale of homanity. If anch bo tiieir 
degree « menUil tmprorement, with all their diaadvantagea, what might 
th^ not become, were the proper opportonityafibrded? Sfauneonna! 
We have aeizcd upon tho lands which the Creator gave to them. We 
liave deceived, d<nrmaded, and ne^ected them. We have tdcen no 
paina to aid them; or our efibrta have been feeble and ill-diracted. We 
nave practicallv pronounced them incapable of improvement, or uiwor- 
tliy of the troable ; and hare coolly doomed the mole race to destruc- 
tion. But dare we treat them thus, made as they are in the imase of 
God like ouTKlves ? I^ie we neglect them any loi^ier? WiU not 
the bright sun and the blue heavens testify against na? and wiU not 
this earth which we have wrested away fnmi them, lift np its voice to 
iccuse us ? And when they shall have passed away, and their rm 
name ti forgotten by our children, will not the voice of our brothen 
blood ciY unto God from the ground ? and in the Dav of Judgment 
when all pist actions will be brought to light, and the despised udian 
inll stand on 4 level with his now more poweiful neig^ibour, then as- 
poor and as helpless as himself; when the Searcher of Ilearta diaU 
lemand of us, ** Where is tliy brother?* how shall we answer this cpies- 
tion, if wo make not now one la«t effort to save them ! We wiU make 
inch an efibrt We are doing so, and God is with us. He will down 
xir labouii with success. We will implore foreg iv eaeia fat the pasty 
lad wisdom tod grace for the future. 



CHAPTER Y. 

THE REUOIOUS BELIEF OP THE UICIUCS. 

The various tribes of North America seemed to have differed but 
ittle from each other in their ideas of religion when they became 
mown to tlie Ihiropeant. With scarcely an exception they were wxth«> 
mi images. They believed in a Supreme Power, a Great Siurit, the 
Author of Good ; and also in an evil spirit the author of eviL The 
itter is said to have been their principal object of worsh^ The 
ndians of Canada call the Great Spirit Manita, or Menedu— ^iifiereft 
ribes probably making some diflSsrcoice in the pronnnriation and they 
idd the epithet g«M^4» had to indicate which one thqr maaa Xbi 
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Micmacs have several names for God. They call him Nirkamj which 
intimates that **wc are all his otTdprine.** Nxvkamich siornifyin? a 
grandfather or progenitor. Another word, so used, is Kesit&f which is 
a form of the verb xeseduj to create ; and litcralij means, He makes us. 
Our Maker, is, of course, tlie correct translation. Thev also cull him, 
VMttsakumou, which signifies. The Great Chief. Mundu^ which is 
evider.tly the same as the Mam'lu or Manedn of the tribes of Canada, 
mentioned above, is the Micmac word for deoU, 

Every where the Indians believed in necromancy. Booxvoin is the 
Micmac word for a " wizjird.** l^e present ^feneration appears to be 
as firmly rooted in the belief of sapernatural liowers exercised by men 
as ever their fathers were, U was owinor to this belief that their 
pouMwSy *^ medicine men,** or priests, were formerly able to exorcise so 
much inflaence over the other^i^ These men were every where the 
most formidable oppojers of Christianity. It is so tJje world over. The 
Indian of Nova Scotia now believes mundu abogwitunwyey '^thattlie 
deoU helped those fellows f but he has no doubts of tlie reality of their 
powers. The de\nl, he wUl assure you, is very strong. The ancient 
hootooin cohld— he firmly believes — fly through the air — (even witliout 
a broom stick)— go down through the eortli ; rcAiain under water as 
long as he chose ; transform himself into an animal — and do all the 
other feats of witchcraft which our forefathers, as well as learned 
divuies of Salem, in Massachusetts, attributed to tlie poor old women of 
their dav. 

But the most remarkable persona^ of their traditians is Glooicap, 
The Indians suppose that he is still m existence, although they do not 
know exactly where. He formerly resided in Nova Scotia ; but, of 
course, shifted his habitation. He was, to sny the least, almost an 
object of worship. He looked and lived like otlier men ; he ate, drank, 
smoked, slept, and danced along with them. But he never died, never 
was sick, never ffrew old. lie lived in a very large wigwam. Cape 
Blomidon still Dears his name, Glooscap-mtk^ **Glooecap*s home.** 
The Basin of Minas was his beaver pond — ^for he had eveiy thing on a 
large scale. The dam was at Cape Split; and we are indebted to this 
wondrous personagO'-so goes the traoition — ^for the privilege of send- 
ing our ships down this passage. For there he cut open the ^ beaver 
dun**— and the fact is established by the name which it still bears. — 
The Indians call it PUegun^ ** the opening made in a beaver daqi.'* 
Spencer's Island was his kettle, made of a stone. This is still its 
name; and two rocks, somewhat resembling dogs, seated on their 
hvonches, near u' ioowome ''his kettle." are called u^teek ^hia dogs.* 
The kettle is now bottom upwards, and the dogs were transformed into 
locks when he went away. His canoe was also of stone. 

Glooseap wis unmarried. A venerable old lady, whom he called 
** grandmother," kept ''house" for him, and a little feUow named 
Migtanavd^f or " Marten," was his servant He could do an^ thin? 
and every thing. The moose and the carriboo, came around his dwef 
ling, as tame as cattle; and the other beasts were equally obsequMMis. 
The elements were entirely uider bds control He could bring on an 
intens^y of cold when he chose, which would extinguish all the fires of 
lUs enemies and lay them sCififoned corpses on the ground. ' 
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Glooflcnp frequently fi?arrs in their legends. He secmi to have been, 
on the whole, a noble-minded, generous itort of personage. Yon do 
not often meet with unj misrhievoos exercise of hut power. Strangers 
were always welcome to his wiirwam, and the necc8:<itou8 never failed 
to share in hiM hoHpitality, until some act of treachery on their part, or 
some distrust of his ability, call^ for castigation. Ilis bounty, bow- 
ever, did not cost him much. When hungry travellers arrived, there 
was no npccfwity for slaughtering a moose, or killing the " fatted calf.* 
The old lady would bans: on the kettle ; ** Msrten** would make up the 
lire, and pour in Uie water, She would then pick up a piece of an old 
beaver bone, and scrape it into the kottle. .Vs the boiling commenced 
these scrapings woukl thicken up, and the huge kettle would be soon 
full of fat pieces of flesh. If tlie necessity of the case re(|uired, a veiy 
small piece of this meat would satisfy the most hungry visiter---ibr at 
fast as he cut off one piece, it would immediately appear again. 

Glooscap, they say, got oficndcd at the encroachments of the whites*; 
but what displeased him most of all, and drove him away, was their 
treachery. By the direction of the king, an attempt was made to take 
him prisoner; an attempt, as it proved, quite as fo:)lish as it was wicked. 
Little ** Marten** was decoyed before the mouth of a loaded cannon. 
The match was applied, tlie powder blazed ; but no sooner had the 
smoke cleared away, than the ast/inishcd spectators beheld the boy 
astride on tlie gun, composedly smoking his pipe. A second attempt 
was made ; this had of course, it was pretended, been a pure accident 
'* Marten** was induced to enter the cannon*s mouth— 4ie must have 
been small, or the cannon very large. — The gun was again discharged. 
Nothing WHS to be seen this time of the boy. No doubt was enter- 
tained of his anniliilation. One of the by-standers afler a little while 
peeps into the gun, and behold there sits the little gentleman, as easy 
as possible, quietly puffing away at his pipe «s though nothing had 
happened. Jiut unavailing as were these attempts, Glooscap gave vent 
to his anger, and in his rage abandoned the country, turned over hie 
kettle, as he went otf, and changed his ilogs into rocks. There the 
faithful sentinels still keep watch, and M'hen he returns he will be ae 
able to restore them to tlieir former life and vigop as he was at hie 
departure, to fix tliem where they now are. 

Now what sense or meaning there may be at the bottom of all this ^ 
nonsense, I leave to tlie speculations of others. Some allusion to these " 
fables appeajed necessary, in order to a correct understanding of the 
cast of mind and prejudices of the Indian. 

All these extraordinaiy powers, and still greater than these, they now 
believe their priests to possess. ** The priest,** they say, ** is next to 
God.** They do not doubt his ability to work any miracle. One of 
tlie easiest of this sort of things for him to do is, as they suppose, to 
call up the devil from the pit below, and set him at his appropriate 
work. An intelligent Indian lately proposed gravely to me, to go with 
him to the Bishop, and decide the question by an appeal to his miracQ^ 
lous powers, whether popeiy or protestantism be the right religion. I 
had read in the Bible to him, and ho had been interested in its contents. 
He had seemed anxious on the subject of his soulVi salvation. I had 
explained to him the doctrine of salvation by grace, and of the power 
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of faith and love to God, to produce ^ood works. I had prayed in U» 
wisynm m his own lang^uage, and pointed out to him wliat I conceived 
to be his errors, and thotie of the system to whicli he was attached, 
lie had told all this to his family, and neighbors — for what one hears 
all bear. Some of them, I learned from another quarter, had intimated 
tliat I might be correct, while others tliought it advisable for him as 
well as for themselves, to be on their guara. He admitted the since- 
rity of my intentions in studvin? their language, translating the New 
Testament, and seeking to do Siem good ; but tins only led him as 
. earnestly to wish my conversion, as 1 did his. *< Were I convinced 
that the Roman Catholics are right, would I join them ?^ asked he. I 
assured him that I would. ** Well, sliould the Bishop work a miracle, 
would that convince me ?* Undoubtedly it would, if I were sure there 
was no deception, but a genuine iniracle. The poor fellow was well 
pleased at this reply. We accordingly, at his suggestion, made an 
agreement, and he was as sincere about it, to all appearance as possible. 
''My wife,** said he to me in Micmac on his return next day, *i is pleased 
with the proposal, and so are my comradea." The agreement was tiiis. 
We are to go, with a suitable number of witnesses, to thp Bishop- 
provided his lordship will agree to it — and my friend is previously to 
■oond him. The Bishop is to summon the devil into his presence, and 
•sk him which belongs to him, the caUiolic or the protestaiit — my Indian 
friend, or myself. If his infernal majesty does not come, at the Bishop's 
bidding, this settles the question in my favor. The Indian is to become 
a convert to mv opinions ; and his familv, and many more of them, he 
assures me, will follow h^ example. If the devil comes, and lays claim 
to me, and I cannot master him,I am to take shelter under the Bishop's 
wing, become a faithful son of the only true church, and devote myself, 
without any opposition, to the welfare of the poor Indians. 

I have never yet met with an Indian who supposed he had himself 

seen the devil, or a miracle wrought But I nave been assured by 

aomo that their grandparents, or some other old people whom they had 

i seen or heard ot^had done sa It is commonly re]X)rted among tliem 

.^V^4^* ^^ the first priest who came among them, learned miraculously to 

'lljtvt^^ < speak their language. He was a IVenchman. By means of an inter- 

^ preterhe informed the Indians what his object was. They readily 

^ assisted in the erection of a chapel, being paid for their labor. They 

* did not refuse to receive baptism. Not Uiat they understood its import 

— ^I relate the story substantially as stated to me — but they thought it 

could do them no narm, and paboltijikj ** it was capital fun" for them. 

Having finished the chapel the priest shut himself up alone, and spent 

the time in prayer. On Sundays, and when the sick or dying required 

ills attention, he came out, attended to these duties, and then inomedi- 

ately shut himsdif up again. This course he continued all winter, until 

Easter. He then gave notice that if the people would assemble, he 

would preach to them. They did so, and to their astonishment, he 

spoke Micmae as well, and as fluently as any of them. And it is espe* 

cially related of him, as a proc^his purity as well as of his power, that 

U had Uafnid M hoi tcorJk And it further hajpuened that ignorance 

in Hub case answered sU the valuable «nds of knowledge. For the 

^|c jeason wliy he might desire a knowledge of the meaning of ** bad 
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words,** WBA, that he might reprove those who used them ; and knowing 
every other word, tne moment he heard an individual use a word which 
he did not understand, he at once knew that it was a ** bad word," and 
could take the offender to task accordingly. I was informed by the 
Indians in Cape Breton that he resided chiefly among them in tliat 
Island ; that he made their Prayer-book, taught them what they know 
of letters, and that he died at Halifax. A venerable old man related, 
with much animation, how bushes bearing beautiful flowers, sprang up 
over his grave, testifying, as I took it, to his virtues and his worth. 

His miraculous knowledge of their tongue, it is said, deeply impressed 
the Indians, and led them to attend to his instructions, with seriousness 
and faith. Another event soon occurred which urged on the work of 
conversion. An Indian died, or was supposed to be dead. After a 
while he revived again. He called the rest around him and related 
where he had been, and what he had seen. He had visited heaven,' 
and hell, and purgatoiy, and could testify to tlie existence of all tho 
three places, and united his warning voice to that of the priest, urging 
them to embrace the new reli^on without delay. This brought ^eat 
numbers over ; and the story is still gravely told, as proof not to be 
evaded, when questions are raised respecting the existence of such a 
place as purgatoiy. 

Other miracles are related. Three oflicers, somewhere in Canada, 
fell upon a priest, with drawn swords, and threatened to maltreat him 
as an imposter, unless he could prove himself a true servant^ of the 
Lord, by working a miracle. The priest took out one of the consecra- 
ted wafeis, placed it on a plate and presented it before the ofiicerB, one 
of them had the audacity to ^h it, when lo ! the blood spouted out, 
and continued flowing until it had filled the plate. The pnest, howe- 
ver, made no difiicultv of swallowing the whole, as though nothing had 
happened to it He then kneeled down and prayed. The poor officers, 
overooroe and abashed, stood pale and trembling with fear. Their i^e 
weapons dropped from their hands. They craved tho foregiveness and 
prayers of the priest; and fled into the arms of the church. 

Another man once pretended to be a good Catholic, kneeled at tho 
altar, and received the wafer on his ton^e from the hand of the priest. 
He then took it out of his mouth, and slipped it into his pocket. But 
the priest sawliim. At dinner time, in his own house, Uie miserable 
man drew out the wafer, passed some profane jests upon it, and, in spite 
of the remonstrances of the horrified company, gashed it with his kmfe. 
The same fearful result followed, as in tiie former case. The priest 
was sent for in haste. As soon as he arrived he fell on his knees. As 
he prayed, the flowing of the blood ceased. The inmates of the house, 
athisadmonition,fled outof it Fire immediately consumed the house, 
and the wretched trifler with holy Uiings along with it 

One more recitd, and I spare the reader. An Indian had run away 
with another man*s wife. Remonstrance had been lost upon him, until 
sickness and the near approach of death, terrified him into submission, 
and he sought to be reconciled to the church. The priest came at his 
request Absolution could only be given on one condition ; he must 
put away this woman, who was the wife of another man. This he 
piomisea. Tho priest then returned to his house, a distance of seven 
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milos, to fetch the materials for the performance of the mystic rites. 
As he reached his threshold he distinctly heard tlic Indian, seven miles 
off, promise the woman, who had been besicfipng; him with tears and 
entreaties, that he would not send her away. The priest without 
havinff entcrecl his dwelling immediately retraced hik steps, and charged 
the relapsed offender wiUi the deed. He denied it, but denial was of 
no avail. The otlier Indians wore summoned to witness the punish- 
ment about to be inflicted. The guilty man was delivered over to Satan. 
Nor was this a mere idle ceremony. At the direction of the priest the 
wigwam, whore the sick man lay, was partially uncovered. I'he priest 
then took out a book and read. The object of this reading was to 
bring the devil Hereupon the spirit made his appearance, rising 
•lowly out of the ground, and keeping his eye steadily fixed upon the 
priest, as if in the greatest terror. When he had risen as fiir as his 
waist, he paused. His attention was then directed to tlie sick man, 
and he was quietly informed that this man was his property. The priest 
then raised the cross over him, and the obsequious devil immediately 
retired. Next day at the same hour the man died. 

Such are the idle tales, the ^ old wive's fables," by means of which 
the chains of what we firmly believe to be a galling superstition are 
riveted upon these poor creatures. May that God who is rich in mercy, 
hasten the hour of their deliverance; and bring tlicin into tlie glorious 
liberty of the children of God! 

It has been stated that the Indians have, in connection with tlieir 
Prayer-book, a Catechism of Religion. IMiis conta ins some good things,^ 
%B the existence and chiuuctor or God ; the Incarnation of the SSon of 
God ; his sufferings in behalf of mankind; the doctrine of the Trinity; 
with other important truths. Out along with tlicse are false and puerile 
statements. A translation of a few of tlio questions and answers aro 
hero given. They are taken from tlie beginning of the book in order 
as they occur. ** Ques. How is it known when any one prays ? Jlns. 
It is known bv his crossing himself correctly, ilitat. How does he 
'cross himself r Ana. First, ho brings his right hand to his forehead, 
then to his breast, then to his letl shoulder, then to his right shoulder, 
and at the same time he re]ieats, the name of God the Father, God tho 
Son, and God Uie Holy Ghost Qua, For what purpose do yon cross 
yourself? Ana. It reminds me of our Saviour who was tlius crucified. 
Quta, For what other purpose do vou cross yourself. Ana* I do it for 
the purpose of preventing the devil from injuring me when engaged in 
any matter, for the devil is afraid of tlie cross. Quea. For what else 
do yon do it Ana. Should any one be about doing evil to me, or should 
anything troublesome befal me, crossuig myself would make all well" 
The pjointed question soon follows, **do you pray aright ?** and the 
ehild is directed in the answer to reply, that *^ God enables him to do 

I have not ofUn found an Indian who appeared to have any correct 
ideas respecting the plan of salvation. I htrve, however, seen them 
affected ahnost to tears at the story of Christ's sufTeringa and death ; 
and I once met one who appeared overjoyed to find a Protestant wlio 
knew and cared an^ thinf about the blessed Redeemer. ''I really 
Mieve,** said he, raising his hands with emotion, ** that we think alike 
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aflcr all ;** and be secnMHl to Uiink tliat it was of litdo eoBaeqaeneo 
whetlior I crossed invself or iiot, provided I lovod Jesos Oirist and 

{»niycd to him. I had jiist reiul to him in his ohh tonffuo, the three 
nut cliaptors of John's Gospel On one occasion noor Jacob Michel, 
of wliom I have spoken in a previous chapter, heara me read one of the 
Penitential Psahivi. Ho asstircd mc that he sometimes felt that way 
— ^that is, like the Psalmist — when he tlioug^ht abont his sins. ** When 
I am alone in the woods,** said he, ** I think of my sins, and pra^, and 
weep.** I assured him I was glad to hear tliat *^ I suppose^^ said he, 
** you thought an Indian never cries about his sins.** ** Wdl Jacob, do 
you pray to God to forgive your sins ?" •* Oh yes I pray," he repUed, 
** I pray to God, and I vray to God*s niolher/* He listen^ with atten- 
tion while I endeavorea to point out the folly of praying to a woman* 
or to any other creature. Poor fellow ! It is not for me to say where 
his departed spirit has gone. But I am glad that I read the story of 
the cross to him. I am glad I was enabled to visit him constantly 
during his last illness ; tliat I could kneel by his side in his wigwam 
and ask tlie Saviour to bless liim, in a languoge which the poor fellow 
could understand. The last thing I remember to have heard hun nf 
was, that ht loved Jcstu and was not afraid to die. 

In general, so far as I can discover, they seem to be tnutinff to their 
own doings and the doings of otlier men, for salvation. They say 
their prayers rogulariy ; they atlend mass; go to confession, and when 
dcatli approaclios, tlio prioHt is sent for, who administers the rito of 
extreme unction, and aitor dcatli tlieir gun and oilier scanty oifectB are 
sold, and tlic proceeds given to tlic priest, in order tliat masses may bo 
said for tlicir aeliverance from purgatory ; and tlicu, tiioy doubt not, aU 
will be well. 

The ideas of religion entf^rtaiucd by the Micmacs, as sometimes 
elicited, are culcniatod to provoke a smilo, were not tlio subject so sen- 
ouH. *' If iny good deeds only iuilance my had ones,** said to me on 
one occasion an intelligent fellow, who appeared really in earnest 
about his souPs salvation, ^ then all will be well f and to assist in con* 
vcying his moaning, he balanced a piece of wood, and laid his finger 
on eitlicr end, where tJie good deeds and the bad ones, wore represen- 
ted as respectively lying. ** And suppose,*' said he, ** this end comes 
nearly up, why, God is merciful, and will help me.** Alas ! how many 
tliere arc who boast of tlirir knowledge, and of tlieir protestantism, 
whose expcotiitions of Kalvntioti are based on the same sandy founda- 
tion. But tho ix)or Indian illustrated his idea furtlier. ^dRpposOf^said 
he, ** you swear twice a day, and prav tliree times, why then keep np a 
good heart** In tliis cose it was evident to him tliat the balance would 
be in my favor. When I explained to the same man tliat we are par- 
doned, not beoanse of our good deeds, but through tho atonement of 
Jesus Clirist— tliat he pays all our debts, and expiates all our sins, and , 
forgives us witliout any merits of our own ; and that then, being freely 
tbrgiven, we •• love niucli,** and serve the I/ord more onmcstly, a good 
deal, than we would do if wo expected to balance our sins by doings ; 
lio looked at inn with sn eagenirss which I shall not soon forget- 
There was sometliing in his coiuitcuancc which seemed to say, ** that 
is jnst what a miserable sinner wants ; that is a gospel just adapted Id 

E 



■ umm.^tmiimmimm'''* 



34 



TUK MICMAC IlfDIA2fS. 



my case, if I only dan to believe it** It was evidently a new idea to 
him. He told me aflerwarda that he could not fifet it out of liis thoughts ; 
but the antai^foniat principles in which he had oecn trained— could they 
be false? May the Spirit of God conduct him into the way of truUi, 
and holiness, and heaven ! 

At another time I got a lecture on practical theology, which greatly 
interested me. It was on ** charity,** and designed to have an imme- 
diate practical effect upon mv pocket As tlio faniilv were tolerably 
comfortable, and neither of tne wortliy old {icoplc, wlio wore making 
their i^>peal8, were either sick or in w&nt, it required some cogent argu- 
ments to convince me of tlie propriety of giving tlicm money. ** Ulla 
outee,** said the old lady, very spiritedly, ^ this is the road,^ and she 
laid down a long stick to represent it ** AUah vasoak,** ** there is hea- 
ven,** placing her finger at the end of the stick. ^ Ullah keela,** ** tliis 
is yoo,** and she took up a piece of chip and made it represent a man 
walking along the road. And she went on to show me how I, as a 
Minister, should walk ahead of my flock — ^I must do every thing which 
they were expected to do. **ree-ail kakumet kakunega,** <* Peter 
stands at the door** of heaven. And I was further informed of tlio 
cross-examination I would have to undergo at tiio gate of heaven before 
Ptt^U would think of unlocking it ; an^ be assured, one of tlie most 
searching enquiries would be respecting my heneooltnot. I vrould find 
it difficult to enter, depend on it, if I hiul not been ready to assist tlio 
poor Indians. I heara tlie old lady through ; and then took occasion 
to dispute some of tlie sentiments advanced. ** Peter does not hold tlio 
key or heaven,** I said, and went on to explain tliat it is Clinst who 
admits us into heaven. They heard me with respectful silence, and 
then the venerable old man looked at me, very gravely, and enquired, 
** Don*t you know tliat Peter holds tlie key, and opens the door of hea- 
ven?^ *^ Indeed I dont,** I replied. ^^Well,** he, said, in measured 
accents, <* \f you dotCt know tiuU^ you donH know muehJ' 
'. Let no one mistake the design of tliose statements, they are neither 
intended to expose these poor creatures to ridicule, nor to cast odium 
on their religious guides, No! heaven forbid ! I, for one, rejoice to 
know that ttey are in possession of as much information in the momen- 
tous concerns of salvation, as they do possess; and the thought that 
the only men who have cared at all for their souls, and told them any 
thing of Jesus Christ, and heaven and hell, are the Romanists, would 
I trust remove all bitterness of feeling towards that sect, if there were 
any in my bosom. But why should were be bitterness here ? or in any 
of our bosoms, towards the Roman Catholics ? Are we by nature bet- 
ter than they ? ** No in no wise.** Is it owing to our superior good- 
ness that we have the light placed on the candlestick — the wora of 
God blazing around us, while with them it is put under a Jiushel ? 

^. Certainly not * Then where is boasting' ** It is excluded.** Wo 
owe it to the super-abounding goodness of God. that we are not {gro- 
velling in all the darkness, superstition, and oigotry, of Romanism. 

, This does not render their errors imiocent ; but it ought to make us 
humble. It should disarm us of all unkmdness ; it should wrest the 
sword of persecution, in any form, out of our liands. But it sliould 
not make us ^o, it should not prevent us fkoui wielding ^ the 
of the Spirit, which isthe Fordo/God.'' 
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Wo liliould labor to convert tiic Catliulic« ; but in doin^ tliif, our 
dangfor, an PruteiituntH, froiu Catholic OKCcndancy, uliould be a matter 
of Hnwll iiioiiiciit in coni|)ariMon witli Iheir duiger, Tliua Paul felL ree- 
pecting tlio nnbolievin^ Jcwu. TIiuh tlio Hodoenier folt towardi all 
iiicn ; and tlius uliould wo fcol toward* tlie poor Indiant. 



CHAPTER VI. 

A PROTKSTAriT MISSION TO TIIK MICMACB — ORIOIN OF THB MltllOir— 
PROVIDKNYIAL AIDS — TIIR OHJECTS AIMED AT— BNCOURAOIlfe 
I'ROSPKCTS. 

There is at Icngtli a minaion commenced for the purpose of evange- 
lizing the Micmacs. Itn object is to give them the pure Word of God, 
in their own tongue, to instruct them in tlie great truths of Bible Reli- 
gion, to lead them into the patlis of experimental and practical piety 
and, in every way, to seek their goo<l. It luui enlisted the sympathiea 
and support of all denominations of evangelical Christians. The plan 
adopted in tlie prosecution of tliis mission hitlierto, was suggested by 
tlio course pursued with so much succoks in Franco, in uermany^ in 
Ireland, in Canada, and in various other countries ; in order to en^[h- 
ten tiio Romanists, and to brin^ tlicm to a saving acquaintance with 
tlio Tnith as it is in Jesus. It is tliat of ^ing^ among the people, in 
tlio spirit of kindness ; speaking to them m thtir own ionftut ; roacung 
tlio Scriptures in tlioir housof ; conversing tenderly with them respect- 
ing tlicir soul's salvation ; dintributing copies of tlie Bible and other 
good books, as opportunity offers, and aiming in ovory way to remove 
tlieir prejudices and lead tncm to tlie feet of Christ The thought was 
suggested, * Why may not the poor Micmnc Indians bo reached in the 
same way ?* Who knows but they would listen to the wondrous stoiy 
of redeeming love, if addressed to them in terms of christian afiection, 
and in tlieir own tongue V It was surely worth while to trv, the chief 
difficulty in the way was their language. How could this be acquired ? 
It had always been represented as very formidable. We knew of no 
books in Micmac. We knew of no one who.posscssed cither the abili- 
ty or the will to give assistance ; and we had forgotten that bard as the 
language might be, a little child can learn it, without books, and un- 
der every other disadvantage. And from what source could pecuniary 
assistance be expected ? reople would hardly believe that aiqr one 
was in sober earnest about undertaking such a task as that contem- 
plated ,* and if he really were in earnest, they would be much moie 
likely to think of a strait jacket, or a Lunatic asylum, than they 
would to think of givixig money to such an object And even were 
the public to be convinced of its necessity, and practicability, the 
churches of all denominations, were pressed out of measure alrear 
dy, to sustain their various religious and benevolent objects. 

But how easy it is to start objections. Shame on our unbelief! 
shame on our slothfulness ! He who says to us ** go forward,** can 
supply all the necessaries. He can rain diown' bread from heaven (if 
need be); bring water out of the rock; orc^wnupapassagethraaghthe 
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Terv midst of the sea. Ditfirulties vanisli an Me opproach tlieni, vre 
find a highway aroimd the hill, and a bridj^e ovor the? tftn*niii, and some 
way of surrounding^ all ditficnltios. 

Witliout any reference to this object, so fnr ns either I or my bre- 
thren were aware, 1 was appointed on a mission to (/harlottetown. 
thither I repaired in tiic summer of ]84<>. On my wu^ I took my first 
lesson in Micmac It was about twenty words, written down witli 
great difficulty from the mouth of an old Indian in Windsor. In Char* 
lottetown I found, where probably I only could have found it, in a 
preserved file of the Royal Gazette, tlie outlines of a Micmac (vram- 
mar. It wa« published some years aj^o by a Mr. Irvin, who died short- 
ly after my arrival in Prince fidwaralsland. Meagre as tliis Gram- 
mar wasi it was of incalculable service, I cannot Tiolp tliinking now, 
when I recal to mind how eagerly I transcribed it, lest tlie precious 
boon might slip out of my hands. 

I soon founa a greater prize than this. It was a man who had been 
thirty years among the Indians, who spoke their tongue well, and un- 
derstood it better than he spoke it ; and who spoke English as correct- 
or as the' he had never been among the Indians. This was not all. — 
He had no prejudices against my Protestantism ; he was in possession 
of a Bible--the ^ft of a Presbyterian minister, — and was quite well 
acquainted with its contents. He was also both able and willing to 
fender me all the assistance I could possibly expect in the case. 

One tlung more was needful. I could not pay my teacher nor meet 
other incidental expenses, without money ; this was supplied from a 
quarter I had little dreamed of. Several officers of Her Majesty's Na- 
«/ vy, were engaged in surveying and maki^ charts of tlie coast ; and 
were now resi£ng at Charfottetowii. • From tlie business in which tliey 
had been for years engaged, they had often been brought in contact 
with the Indians, they had pitied their condition, and being tliemselves 
men whose hearts the Lord had touched by his ^race, they liad long 
desired to see some plan in operation for their spuitual good. I knew 
nothing of them until I came to Charlottetown. They were Episcopa- 
lians, and without any undue imputation of sectanan prejudice^ on 
either side, it would not appear vay probable that they would take any 
great interest in a Baptist minister. But no sooner was the whisper 
conveyed to their ears — ^I hardly knew how — that I was giving some 
of my time and attention to the poor Indians, tlien they sought' inc out, 
. , encouraged me greatly by the interest they manifested in the object, 
and without interfering at all with my plans, save to forward them by 
every means in their power, they gave me all the money I needed for 
the object 

And 1 must here record another Providential event I have spoken 
of the traditionary taUi of the Indians. The first time that it seemed 
- to me a xeality that I should ever make sufficient progress in acquiring 
their tongue, to answer any valuable end, was when I had succeeded 
in writing down one of these tales. There ate but few who can rehearse 
them, my teacher, ahready referred to, could not ; bnt there was^ he 
infimed me, aomewheie m Nova Scotia, a relative of his wife, who 
coold. Unexpectedly I metthis woman in the sommer of 1847 at his 
* eamp^* she told one ciir the tales, and lie interpreted it I ^ 
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loll); flayii ill nuliu'iiifr it Vt )Kt{)rr; but wluin doiM* it alPmlcHl mo the 
iiicana ofHtndyin;; tJir* lan^pn^e at iiijr Icisiirp, and my mccoad iirwrit* 
\n^ it down, hud rPiiMn-ed all my frani lest the bnj^iagr iiii^it provf! 
too difticnlt to bo Icnmrd. I 

Here Uicn were a series of eventfi, eonrnrrin^ to mfse the mttt^ 
forward. Certainly tliey were not tJie result of any srliciDea formal 
by tlie individuals who had embarked in tlie jrork. Would it be rig^t 
to overlook the hand of of Divine Providence in tJiis chain of ciicam- 
«tance8 ? Surely, wliatcvcr be tiie result very little credit on the one 
hand, and very little blame on the other, for what has been done oitf ht 
to be attributed to tlioso who have interested tliemselrct. But we de- 
serve blame for what we liave not done, the Lord graciously forgive 
lis. May we all bo more dili^nt for the future, more humble, uid 
more believin;;. 

But little has as yet been done. It has been felt, on ftll hands, that 
the most important matter for the present is to lay a good foundatioiL — 
TThe work, all will see, ought to be so carried forward, that were the 
present Missionaiy called away, or laid aside, others abler and better 
could take it up, witliout being compelled to go over tlie whole ground 
anew. To reduce tlie language to writing; to collect words into sonie^ 
tiling that might be called a dictionary ; to reduce it to grammatical 
rules ; lay at the basis of alL Then to translate portions of the Bible, 
and to compose a few prayers in Micmac, that the visitor to their wigw 
warns might liave something which would attract tlieir attention, and 
do them good, while he could be at the same time making himself 
/jnore familiar witli tlieir language ; was of primary moment To teach 
some of them to read and write, ought not to be overlooked; and to 
set before them the great tniths of Christianity, and to urge them to an 
immediate compliance with the demands of tliese truths, would be the 
4g[reat end itself, for which all the otlier means were to be sought 

To all these points, attention has been given. With what imper- 
fections of eveiy kind, he knows who knows all things. But those 
christian ministers and friends, who have so kindly taken up the sub- 
ject, ought to know, and tlierefore I must tell them, that during the last 
three years, tliis matter whether I would or not, has absorbed tlie 
greater portion of my time and thoughts. And I never felt a greater 
interest in it tlian I do at tJiis moment I^Iy feelings almost overcome 
me when I tliink of tJiose precious seasons of evangelical union, which 
we lately enjoyed in Halifax. I did not dare to hope for so much. When 
I penned the tirst advertisement, announcing a meeting in the Gran- 
ville Street Chapel on behalf of tlie Micmac Indians, I first wrote down 
tliat I wal desirous of devoting myself trAo% to this blessed work, f 
then drow my pen throufl^h the sentence, as too much to ask, either of 
God or man. O when snail I fully believe that a ** God of all grace,^ 
can do for us ^ above what we can ask or think." But I forget myaelif^ 
not declamation, but facti are here called for. 

The different objects, above referred to, have all been carried for- 
ward, so far as possible, not separately, but conjointly. For one vJiole 
year we kent two little Indian boys at School in Chiarlettetown. The 
oldest who had tolerably good English, made considerd>le progreM; I 
eucceeded in teaching an older boy to read a little, and to write' uid 
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cipher, while hd was at tlie name time iiistnictiiig mc. I never knew 
a scholar to make such rapid progress. The family tlien reiiKived ti> 
Nova Scotia, or we would have continued our efforts on their behalf. 
I have succeeded in collecting a large number of words, and gramma- 
tical forms in the Micmac. Different portions, both of the Old Testa- 
ment and Now, have been translated, among wliich is tlio whole Gospel 
of Luke. These translations will, I need not say, need much revision 
before ^ey will be sufficientlv correct to print But in Uie meantime 
they eihibit the doctrines of the Great Teacher, and afford tlie means 
of carrying on the other denartments of tlie Mission more efficiently. 

And now it may be asked, what prospect is there of success. I reply 
in a few words. Were there none, would it change the meaning of 
the ** Groat Commission ?^ "Go teach all nations f or alter tlie sense 
of the raomise, ''lo I am with you always, even unto the end of tJio 
vorid r Would our obligations be lessened ? Surely not 

Again what is meant by ** a prospect of success ?^ When we speak 
of encouraging prospects of nussions among the Jews, the Mahomme- 
dans, or Heathen, are we supposed to mean that these people have been 
petitioning for Christian Missionariea ? that tliey are waiting to receive 
their instructions ; that their own superstitions have but a slight hold 
upon their minds; and that there are no hindrances in the way of tlie 
Missionaiy ? Seldom indeed do we look for such encouragements as 
these. But when we hear that the Missionaiy, afler months, if not 
yean of toil, has at last so far mastered their language, that he can 
converse with those perishing immortals, and read tho Bible to them, 
we thank God for this and tuce courage. And then comes the pleasing 
intelligence that he can go about among them witliout danger of being 
killed— that the^ will permit him to enter their houses and will listen 
to lus conversation — this, when we hear of it, especially in reference to 
the Jews, we look upon as a great matter. Finally tliey come to him 
with questions on the subject of religion, and listen to him with atten- 
tion while he answers those r|uestions. Then we look for more pleas- 
ing results ; and while these 'facilities remain, tliough we may be com- 
peUed to wait long and anxiously, to hear of the actual conversion of 
aouls, yet we never think of discouragement 

Then if these thin^ are prospects of success, we have eveiy encou- 
ragement in prosecuting a mission among the Micmacs. I have never 
found the slightest difficulty or danger in going among them. Again 
and again my heart has lieen moved at witnessing the pleasure and 
ffratitude expressed for the attention shown them ; and tho deep interest 
Siey appeared to manifest in the truths of the New Testament, when 
'read to them in their own tongue. I carefully avoid provokiAg contro- 
versy ; but never fail to point out their errors kindly, when an oppor- 
toni^ offers, and I never knew this give offence. Questions on the 
New Testament, and upon religious subjects are frequently put; and 
the answers are listened to with candour and attention. And all this 
has continued even after the moat strenuous exertions have been made 
to jmt a stop to it 

But I need not continae these details. And after the deep interest 
wluch has been manifested on the subject, by the community genorallT, 
■iqr ftuther argoments or appealsi intended to arouse tho feelingik would 
bo fek to be altogether out of place. But let those who .are nmiliar 
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witli tlic Mercy Scat, not forfrct to pray for- tliis object Brin^rthe 
case of tlie poor luclian to tlie throne of grace, and forget not the MiiH 
Bioiuiry. In your best momenta, when you (^ct the nearM to your 
Heavenly Futlier'a boaom ; when faitli lays liold upon the promises ; 
and praying is felt to be a matter of asking and receiving, tlien ^ brd- 
thrcn pray for us." 

I do not know that a single convert has yet been made. It is pastible 
tJiat all tlie labors which may be expended upon them, may fail in being 
instrumental in saving one soul from death. But it is not pnhabU. 
And even if it were, that is not so much our affair, as to see to it that 
tlie failure result from no neglect of ours. ** I cin do all things,** says 
an Apostle, ^ tlirough Christ strengtliening me.** And so can we ; whue 
without Him ** we can do nothing." 

There is no reason why the Micmac Indians, may not be blest, and 
elevated and saved by the gfospel, equally with any other people. '^Is 
any thing too hard for the Lord ?" No race of human beings has ever 
been discovered, impervious to the Spirit*^ power ; nor has man been 
found in any condition on tliis side of eternity, in which the 
gospel could not find its way to his heart, and bring him clothed, and 
m his right mind, to tlie feet of Jesus. Missiononr labors among the 
American Indians, liavc been abundantly successful. Who does not * 
know of the labours and successes of £lliot, and Brainard, and the 
Mahcws, of Roger Williams , and the Moravians, and a host of others 
both of former and later times? The second sermon which El^ot 
preached to the Savages, about the year 1G4C, brought an aged Indian 
to him, enquiring ^ whether it was not too late for such an old man as 
he; who was now near death, to repent and seek after God." Elliot 
translated the whole Bible into tiie language of some of the tribes. 
This was published in 16G4, and was the firat Bible ever printed in 
America*. Tlux)ugh his labours fourteen towns of prajringlndiansi** 
as they were designated, rose up as if by miracle, in the wilderness. 

Bramard was equally successful. And so were the Moravians. In 
spite uf tlie roving habits of the Indians, in spite of their prejudices 
against tne whites, in spite of their ignorance and barbarism, m spite of 
tlie opposition of their jpouHXM ; in spite of tlie scattering demondizing 
influence of war; in spite of the wicked examples of men bearing the 
christian name; in spite of the ruinous eiiectB of ardent spirits; 
in spite of every thing, the zealous Moravians persevered in their labors, 
nor did tlio God of ail grace withhold his approbation, and blessing.. 
Multitudes were converted and saved. The poor converts as well as 
tlieir devoted teachers, were oflen called to endure severe hardships, 
and suiiering. It is enough to make ones blood boil with indignation, 
or curdle with horror, to read of the treatment they suffered at the hands 
of the white man, especially in times of war. But *' what could sepip 
rate them from the love of Christ ?* ** Could tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or swoid ?" ** As it is 
written, for his sake they were killed all the day long, they were ac- 
counted as sheep for tlie slaughter. But in all these Uiings thev were 
more than conquerors, through Him who had loved them." Let the 
reader pcniso tlie book jnst referred to, and he must acknowlege that 
tills application of the above impressive passage of Scripture, is not in 
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cxdfif^ration. Read tlic statement coinmcnciiitr in {Kif^e 134, of tliat 
work, Uicre wore scalped aiid murdered, in cold blood, ninety-six per- 
sons, amonnf whom were five of the most valuable assistants, and Uiir- 
ty four children. Thus were four villap^ of ciiristianized Indians de»- 
troyod. Not by otlier sava^res ; but by white men, — or ratlier white 
demons. Not tlie shadow of a crime was imputed to these poor crea- 
tures. The bond of murderers got them into their power, by the most 
^coiisumiuate treachery and \nllainy. They aflerwards confessed that 
the sufferers behaved witli wondeiful patience, ** for, said they, tliey 
'prayed and san;; with tlieir last breatlu And tlieso whitemen called 
tbcnu»elves christians ! But they had the siune views respecting tlie 
Indians, which many among us seem to hold, that tliey are a doomed 
.race, and that tlicy are to be destroved, and not saved. Tluy indeed 
'puMicd the doctrine to extremes, l^hey tliought themselves, in the heat 
cif their fdn*iticisin, crilled u|x>n to be the executioners of the decree of 
heaven, f^e would shudder at tliis. But, afler all, where is the great 
fliiieronce between killing a man, and letting liim die — between starv- 
'inga man todeatli, and allowing him to die of hunger, without at- 
tempting to relieve hun, when we have it in our power ? Why not kill 
the Indians outright, and rid tlie land of them at once, rather tJian 
' 'compel them, by our avarice, and our apathy, to die by inches — to 
'*waste away and suffer, and perish etemallv, while we put forth no 
effort to save them ? But whv do I write thus ? Surelv there is no 
heart so callous, as not to feel for their wrongs. Surely there is no one 
./who would not rejoice at the opportunity of redressing tliose wrongs, 
and of doing them good. 

- We have no reason for desponding. Tliere are now many flonnsh- 
ing missionary stations among other tribes of Indians. In the United 

,.StatesA and in Canada, the Episcopalians, the Methodists, the Baptists, 

and other denominations, are labouring among them with great success. 

Lvge flourishing settlements, with farms, and houses, and cattle, and 

'schools, and places of worship, and educated Indian preachers, andin- 

/dustry, and order, and bright example of christian character, and 

' bright hopes, and jo^, and triumphant deatli beds are among the obvi- 

"ous fniitB of tliose missions. Why may we not look for the same here ? 

The number of Micmacs cannot be far short of 2000. They are 

- scattered over Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island, New- 
foundland, and the Eastern and Northern portions of New Brunswick. 

4n most of those places they have large tracts of land. In Cape Breton 

government has secured to them 14000 acres, of an excellent quality. 

Few therefore as tliey are in their dispersions, what a host they would 

•form, coUected into one village, or district. And even to bo the 

"•means of ''saving the sool ofon^ of tliom, would be a large reward 

' for all the labor and expense which can possibly be employed. May 

'*He who is the author of all good, give wisdom and grace to us alL and 

crown our cfiSMts with success. 

*K. > MiMions to the Tionk Ah^ricao Indians,'* puhlithcd by the Religious 
ThKtt Society, pa^e 3 1 . Thiv is an exceedingly ititerevting liidc work, and ought 
to bt in tfterx ones hands. 
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